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Davis starts new
chapter as provost
3

Due to an
election
proposal, the
Michigan Merit
Award funds
were frozen.

■ Gayle Davis began her

provost career by speak
ing at Convocation.
Brandon Avery
Grand Valley Lanthorn

^
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When President
Murray
announced that
Grand Valley
will not
add domestic
partner benefits,
reactions from
the community
were mixed.

M™y p,ays'.
such as "Mother
Courage" and
"Merchant of
Venice," graced
Grand Valley's
stage.

Grand Valley State University is
beginning the year welcoming new
buildings, new art and new faculty.
Among the faculty additions is GVSU’s
new Provost Gayle Davis.
Davis, 55, was formerly the associate
vice president for aca
demic affairs and an
associate professor of
the
Center
for
Women’s Studies at
Wichita
State
University.
Davis was attracted
to Grand Valley by the
ability to be able to
work with a growing,
maturing university.
“I was attracted to
GVSU because it is in
a transitional moment
that provides the time
and environment that
would allow a new
provost to have signif
icant impact,” Davis
said.
“I have also
always admired the
amazing history of this
university.”
The faculty seems to be as excited to
welcome Davis as she is to enter the uni
versity.
“She seemed much more than an
administrator,” said management profes
sor Barry Castro earlier this year, who
has been at GVSU for 30 years. “I was
really very impressed. 1 would have felt
much less optimistic with the other two
candidates.”
Davis received her position over two
other candidates, Walter Harris and
Barbara Dixon, in April.
“For whatever it means, 1 have never

met a more impressive candidate than
Gayle Davis," Castro said. "I would love
to work with her. 1 think we’ve got a real
gift.”
Mark Murray also seemed optimistic
when announcing the appointment in
April.
“I look forward to many years of
partnership with her in ensuring Grand
Valley’s continued ascent as an outstand
ing university serving West Michigan,”
Murray said.
Davis is entering her new position
with an open mind and a great deal of
enthusiasm.
“I’m delighted with
the new position!
I
couldn't have asked for
a warmer welcome or
more assistance than 1
have received for the
past six weeks since 1
arrived,” Davis said. “1
have been racing to
learn everything 1 can
and meet everyone 1
can in order to be as
fully prepared as possi
ble for the work of the
new academic year.”
As provost, Davis
will be in charge of
dealing with all aca
demic affairs on cam
pus. She will be work
ing with Murray, the
Board of Trustees, fac
ulty governance, stu
dent organizations and
executive officers.
One of the primary tasks that Davis
will be working on is chairing a strategic
planning committee for upcoming years.
After creating and approving a mission
statement for the planning, all of her
practices will be geared and guided by
that statement, Davis said.
As Davis continues her career with
GVSU she would like to continue to help
build on the history that Grand Valley has
created, Davis said. She would like to be
a intricate part of the fuel that pushes
Grand Valley into the higher ranks
among higher education.
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National
champions

Grand Valley Lanthorn / Luke Work

Orlando Williams holds the trophy after Grand Valley wins the Division II National
Championship in Alabama.

For more details about the 2002 football seasoa pleaso see tho

SPECIAL FOOTBALL SECTION
located Inside this edition el the Grand dalles Lanthom.

Changed m law onfovoomonf

Sports

Nate Hoeksta and
Brandon Avery
Grand Valley Lanthorn

Many of the
Laker teams won
big during their
2002 seasons.
Wrestling,
women's
volleyball,
women's softball
and cross country
all placed in
tournaments.

Special
Section
Inside
Illustrations by lean Spindler

Brandon Avery
Grand Valley Lanthorn

Please see the
special football
section inserted in
this issue. The
24-page tabloid
describes the 2002
football season.

A new liquor law
passed on Nov. 5 will pos
sibly allow for new dining
establishments to find a
home in the Allendale
community.
Some of the new
demographics of people
may have helped pass the
proposal in the election,
said Julie Van Dyke, exec
utive director of the
Allendale Area Chamber
of Commerce.
"Allendale has been
growing so much in the
past couple of years that
some of the new residents
in town wanted to sec new
commerce," Van Dyke
said.
The new law allows
for nine licenses to be
rriiroo

trs
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oc♦ '»b

lishments.
The license
will allow the establish
ments to serve liquor by
the glass.
The license may also
be affecting Grand Valley
State University.
"I believe that permit
ting alcohol will encour
age a variety of restaurants
to develop in Allendale
which will serve the needs
of people in the local com
munity as well as in the
Grand Valley community,"
said
Bart
Merkle,
Allendale resident and
dean of students.
Merkle said he hopes
the licenses will attract
new restaurants to the
area, v^hich will also
attract people to GVSU.
Merkle hopes the new
restaurants will supply stu
dents with new dining
options.

A grant recently given to
several area police depart
ments is opening new
avenues in the department’s
ongoing battles with under
age drinking and wild par
ties.
A grant was given over
the summer from the Office
of Highway Safety Patrol to
several Ottawa County
police departments that has
helped created a new
weapon against underage
drinking. The grant provid
ed funds necessary to create
a task force involving the
Grand
Valley
State
University. Holland, Ottawa
County
and
Michigan
police departments.
The result was the birth
of a joint effort between
departments called
the
Underage
Alcohol
Enforcement
Response
Team that is now in place in
Ottawa County.
The program slogan is
"Zero
Tolerance,
Zero

(WBt IT WAS S0MCTON& IN TUI AIR THAT

Chances." The grant helps
the participating depart
ments pay for overtime
hours for extra officers to be
on duty at events when
underage drinking is likely
to occur.
Sergeant DeHaan of
Grand Valley Public Safety
pointed out that the task
force covers all of Ottawa
County, and that Grand
Valley is not the specific tar
get of the increased patrols,
although police presence
will be heavy on campus.
However, a near riot at
Hillcrest apartments after
the UC Davis football game
demonstrated the need for
increased enforcement of
alcohol laws at Grand
Valley.
Another point of con
cern for law enforcement
officers in the area is the
increase in liquor law viola
tions on campus in the past
year. According to ALERT
Labs, during the year 2000,
there were 99 liquor law
incidents that resulted in
223 arrests, while in 2001,
that number increased by
nearly 8 percent.
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Annual Exam and Pap
Birth Control - choose the method that
fits your lifestyle
• Depo Provera. Lunelle™
• Nuva Ring* Ortho Evra™ Patch
• Emergency Contraceptive Pills (effective in pre
venting pregnancy when taken within 120 hours
of unprotected sex, but preferably within 72 hours)
• Condoms, IUD. Birth Control Pills, and more

Eiltwlal Board
Nate Thompson - Editor in Chief
Marisa Kwiatkowski - Managing Editor
Ann Pearson - Managing Editor
Brandon Avery - News Editor
Hollie Harcourt - Sports Editor
Erin Klitzke - A&E Editor
Lindsay Deverman - Laker Life
Paul Murray - Downtown Editor

Need your pills now? With H O P E you may
be able to postpone your exam
Our fees are based on a sliding fee scale
• Flexible hours-evening and
Saturday appointments available
• Ask about our walk-in clinics!

Planned Parenthood'
Talk to us in confidence
With confidence
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Grand Valley adopts new logo
■ After controversy'

Monthly Rent as low as

$167.50 per person

with a hockey' team
over similar looking
logos, Grand Valley'
had theirs redesigned.
Nate Thompson

Based on 4 person occupancy

Ottawa Creek Apartments
11127 52ml A vc

Now Leasing tor this winter semester and next year
•
•
•
•

Spacious I oi 2 bedroom apartments
Central Air
Coin-op laundry
Just minutes away from CiVSU

I b 16) 949-5646

•
•
•
•

Walkout balcony
New basketball court
Dishwasher
I aree closet space

Call Now
(616) 791-950X
Make O.t . \ \ our IImm

Universal Forest Products creat
ed the new logo at a cost of
$375. Boh Wismer, professional
graphic designer, helped design
the logo along w ith the late Rob
“Odie” Odejewski, who was the
assistant athletic director, and
Tim Nott, Grand Valley sports
information director .
Wismer said the main focus
was to move away from the

Grand Valley Lanthorn
The Grand Valley State
University logo has come a
long ways since its days of a
silhouette cutout of a sailor.
The logo progressed to a
circle image of the original
“Louie the Laker” then to an
image of Louie gritting his
teeth, which caused a major
controversy within the Grand
Valley athletic department and
with a minor league hockey
franchise.
Grand
Valley
recently
unveiled its freshest installment
of the Louie the Laker logo,
which athletic director Tim
Selgo considers more modern
and stylish, while at the same
time brings a new identity to
Grand Valley athletics.
“The logo helps create a new
identity for our program. It is a
logo we can all he proud of,”
Selgo said.
Designing
company

original
logo and create one wi(h more
action to it.
“Odie and I really believed
the old logo didn’t have the piz
zazz that a top Division II pro
gram like Grand Valley State
needed. Our goal was to create
one with more action and
verve,” Wismer said.
After months of debating
through different styles, the two

finally came up with a suitable
fix and then took a couple of
more weeks fine tuning the logo.
“For about two months, Rob
and I kept in touch on various
options we had for the new
logo Wismer added. We final
ly picked one that we both liked
and then took about a couple
more weeks refining it to our
standards."
The logo was changed in the
first place because of a copy
right claim from a minor league
hockey franchise, the Peoria
Rivermen.
The Rivermen,
who play in the Hast Coast
Hockey League, claimed that
Grand Valley copied its logo.
The Rivermen’s logo fea
tured similar facial expres
sions, as well as the same
type of chin and sailor hats.
John Butler, president of the
Rivermen, was first informed of
Grand Valley’s logo when his
grandson saw “Louie” on the
side of the Laker’s helmets dur
ing the National Championship
game, which was televised
nationally on HSPN.
The incident was sent to
court where Grand Valley was
forced to change its logo to its
current state. Grand Valley did
not face any legal action from
the Rivermen and the franchise
eventually
approved
the
redesigned Louie, Nott said.

A work, lii progress
Several construction projects
are still underway at Grand
Valley State University as part
of the "Next Grand Valley”

Hot & Ready
LARGE PIZZA

Renovations include a major
expansion of the Kirkhof Center
(left), which is ahead of
schedule.

WITH PEPPERONI

Every Day
Tax
All Day
No Need to Call Ahead
Plud

457-5110
1901 Baldwin, In Jenison

Other projects include an
expansion of the Fieldhouse
(right).
The 17,000 square foot
expansion will be an addition
to the current Recreation
Center. It is scheduled to be
completed August 2002.

East of 20th Awe on N. Side of St.

Rrivate, Wooded Setting
on Filmore

997-7334 or 837-7334
1151 Randall, Cooperville
NE Corner of 68th Awe & Randall

791-9080
4335 Labe Michigan Dr.
Corner of Lk Mich Dr. & Wilson

BEST
UflLU

pecious

Walk out Townhouse*
with Patio

W••here/Dryer*:
eTChUnlt

now LERsnc
& 4001 now

Price le $225 per person
(Based on occupancy of four)

Full Menu Available by Calling Ahead

(!) Little Caesars Pizza
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MEAP scholarship funds to be frozen
■ Students who do not designate their
Michigan Merit Awardfunds by Sept. 30
may lose their remaining award money.
Ann Pearson
Grand Valley Lanthorn
The
Michigan
Merit
Scholarship, which provided
over $6 million to 2,623 students
during the 2001-2002 fiscal
year, may cease to exist. After
Sept. 30, all non-designated
moneys received in that award
will be frozen.
"Our office is attempting to
notify all students who have

opted to postpone or defer
receiving these funds this year to
encourage them to take the
entire scholarship this year,"
said Ken Fridsma, director of
financial aid.
Students can designate their
funds by visiting www.merita ward .state.mi.us and entering
their pin number, which can be
found on the MEAP score sheet
mailed to the student. If funds
are not designated, there is no
guarantee the student could ever
receive their award money.

The Michigan Court of
Appeals approved putting an
amendment to the November
ballot Sept. 10 that would trans
fer the $300 million per year
funds from a tobacco set
tlement to health care.
Most of that amount is
used to fund the
$2,500
Michigan
Merit Scholarships.
The possible amend
ment
has
been
labeled Proposal 4.
If the proposal
passes on election day
(Nov. 5), the Merit Award fund
ing source will end on Jan. I,
2003. According to the Merit
Award Web site, "unless a new
funding source is legislatively

approved to cover the $115 mil
lion shortfall, the program will
cease to exist.”
If the vote does not pass, the
program will continue as before.
"If this proposal
passes, it will mean a
loss of $6 million in
scholarship funds
to future Grand
Valley
State
University
stu
dents,” Fridsma
said.
“Right
now
the polls are showing
that the ballot proposal will be
approved,” he said. “Students
and parents will really need to
go out and vote to defeat this
proposal to turn this into the stu

dents’ favor.”
Grand Valley, along with
other Michigan universities and
some government officials, are
opposed to such an amendment.
Student Senate, the Board of
Trustees and President Mark
Murray voted unanimously in
opposition to Proposal 4.
According to a report from
the Board of Trustees, "the pro
posal would create in the consti
tution a corporation that would
receive $50 million of state rev
enues annually over the next 20
years — with no state oversight
as to its effectiveness, or any
aspect of its operation. This cor
poration would not be subject to
the
state
Freedom
of
Information Act or Open

Meetings Act.”
In Murray’s opposition col
umn, he referred to the possible
amendment as "bad public poli
cy because special interest
groups should not be allowed to
force their spending priorities
into Michigan’s Constitution.
"The proposed amendment
fixes specific spending levels in
the constitution, keeping them in
place even if promised results
are not delivered,” he said.
“Passage of this initiative will
surely mean a reduction in cur
rent state services and pro
grams.”
The Michigan Merit Award
is the largest merit-based schol
arship program in the state,
Murray said.

Senate freezes budgets Odie ‘had a huge heart’
which would terminate the
Brandon Avery
Michigan Merit Scholarship
Grand Valley Lanthorn
and re-divert money toward
cigarette-related illnesses.
Grand
Valley
State
There will also be a debate
University's Student Senate
next week after the Senate's
looked to make good old prom
general assembly regarding
ises made to themselves and
Proposal 4.
students as Thursday's meeting
"I do believe that this event
commenced.
will be beneficial to those who
The meeting started with
are still undecided in their
Thomn Bell, Student Senate
choice regarding Proposal 4
president, announcing he had a
and would like further informa
meeting with Allan Wygant,
tion from both sides," Leech
director of public safety, on
said. "It is our responsibility as
concerns voiced last week
•student leaders to meet the
about the party patrol.
needs and requests of the stu
Bell said that Wygant,
dents and this debate is doing
members of the Greek system,
residents and managers of local just that."
Megan Cardinal, vice presi
apartment complexes, and the
dent of student resources,
Resident Housing Association
announced the rational for the
would all be invited to the
motion to approve Becky
meeting.
Houser to Senate.
The meeting continued
Houser's acceptance was
with Executive Vice President
approved.
Rachael Voorhees speaking on
Controversy among sena
the recent trip to the Traverse
tors began as Vice President of
City satellite campus. During
Appropriations Heath Sabin
the trip, the six senators that
announced the freezing of 17
went sat in on classes and dis
campus organization's budgets.
cussed many issues with stu
"1 am disappointed that stu
dents.
dent organizations are not com
"It was fantastic to travel to
piling with the deadlines,"
the Traverse City campus and
Sabin said. "It is frustrating
ensure open lines of communi
needing to freeze 17 budgets,
cation between the Student
which is more than 1 personally
Senate and the Traverse City
remember ever being frozen,
students,"
Voorhees
said.
especially when I am doing
"Many exciting ideas were dis
everything I physically can to
cussed and resolutions are in
let organizations know."
the works."
Bob Stoll, director of
John Leech, vice president
Student Life, was not com
of political actions, announced
pletely behind the decision of
another step being taken in the
freezing budgets and urged
Senate's
stance
against
groups to take action.
Proposal 4. The Senate would
"I think the Senate will find
be conducting a march down
out that communication with
town against the amendment,

groups needs to be changed to
ensure the information is going
to the current leadership," Stoll
said. "I trust the groups will
respond to the Senate and chal
lenge the actions taken."
Sabin said he understands
that organizations may have
missed contact information,
but feels the groups also need
to attempt to give Senate better
contact information if the con
ventional contacts do not work
with a particular group.
Sabin was also disappoint
ed with the reaction of some
members of Senate to the
freezing of the budgets.
"I want leeway, but if the
Senate goes around the bylaws
that they enacted then I will
resign," Sabin said.
"The
bylaws are there for a reason
and I will follow them."
Although loyal to the
bylaws, Sabin will bring alter
native solutions to the table
today.
The two choices he will
bring will shorten the time of
the freeze, Sabin said. The first
will keep funds frozen until a
contract is turned in. The sec
ond will keep funds frozen
until winter semester.
If a
group has not returned paper
work by the start of that semes
ter. the funds will be frozen for
the remainder of the year.
All funds that remain
frozen will remain frozen until
the end of the fiscal year. All
money that is frozen will then
be turned over into next year's
budget.
The Senate meeting will
take place today at 4:30 p.m. in
the Kirkhof Center.

Laker basketball player

Nate Thompson
Grand Valley Lanthorn
The dark cloud looming
over the Grand Valley State
University athletic department
just seems like it will not go
away.
The third death in less than a
year occurred late Sunday, May
5, as redshirt Freshman Derek
Smith. 19, collapsed and died
while playing in a pickup bas
ketball game at the Fieldhouse
Arena.
According to the Associated
Press. Smith suffered from a
rare heart defect that occurs in I
to 2 percent of the population.
Smith’s defect was in a major
artery that supplied blood to the
heart. Instead of a round open
ing, his artery was narrow and
split-shaped, which restricted
blood flow to his heart.

Smith was a 2(H) 1 graduate
of Grand Rapids Union High
School. He was also one of the
key redshirt freshman for the
Laker men’s basketball pro
gram.
“About a dozen guys were
playing in the arena. There was
a mixture of Grand Valley play
ers and other Grand Valley stu
dents playing. Derek was visit
ing on the sideline with some
others, when he unexpectedly
collapsed without warning,”
said Grand Valley Athletic
Director Tim Selgo.
Selgo added that 911 was
called immediately, and a Grand

Rachel Izzo
Grand Valley Lanthorn
For almost a week, Rob
Odejewski has not been in the
lives of the people who love
him. His desk in the Grand
Valley State University athletic
department is being cleared off,
and his chair sits empty, waiting
for someone who is not coming
back.
Odejewski, assistant athletic
director of marketing and pro
motions, died Friday night, leav
ing a void in the hearts of every
one he touched.
Odejewski was overcome by
carbon monoxide fumes while
working in the basement.
According to Grand Rapids
police, he had been using a gaspowered saw to cut cement in
the enclosed area. He was found
by Lisa Sweeney, a friend and
co-worker in the GVSU athletic
department, who went to his
home to exchange the trucks
they had borrowed from one
another. The Grand Rapids Fire
Department was called to the
scene in response to a possible
electrocution.
Three firefighters, three
American Medical Response
workers and Sweeney were
treated for carbon-monoxide
poisoning. Carbon-monoxide
levels were reported at danger
ously high levels.
“The fumes caused him to
pass out and then the saw kept
running," said Athletic Director
Tim Selgo.
Odejewski was declared

dead at the scene.
Who was Odejewski?
Aside from being a husband,
marketing director, assistant
football coach, teacher, and
friend, he was also a light of
enthusiasm to the students and
staff he worked with.
“He was fun to work with,
but even more fun to hang out
with,” said student senate presi
dent Ben Witt. "He was so full
of life and energy. He was amaz
ing.”
“He had a huge heart,” Selgo
said. "He was full of energy and

Rob “Odie" Odejewski

would do anything to make
Grand Valley better. We’re all
taking it very hard. We loved
him very much. There’s no ques
tion- we’re going to miss him
greatly.”
“His personality was capti
vating," said Angie Vena, a stu
dent in Odejewski’s sport pro
motion class. “It was just his
energy and his spirit when you
were around him. Whether it
was in the classroom or out on
the football field, you could just
feel his energy and everything
he brought to working with him
and interacting with him"
Many remember Odejewski
because of his love for Grand
Valley. He was a Laker at heart.
He graduated from Grand Valley
in 1993, where he played foot

ball and became an assistant
coach.
He eventually settlec
into marketing director for the
athletic program and was ever
married on Grand Valley’s cam
pus.
His wife, Amanda, was ir
Maryland visiting relatives ai
the time of his death.
"He knew what it was like tc
be a student here, and he wantec
to do the most for students,’
Vena said. “He really caret
about what was best for the stu
dents’ and that’s what made i
difference. He lovecf this univer
sity and his student here. He just
loved every minute and every
thing he did.”
Vena is also the president ol
Spotlight Productions, and sht
had worked with Odejewski or
coordinating events before foot
ball games. When she heard ht
was gone she did not believe it.
"I was fine at first and then 1
think it kinda set in and I was <
mess. I cried for about twe
days...and a half,” she said. “1
just couldn't believe it was real
ly true.”
Witt had been trying to get i
hold of Odejewski on Friday tc
go over information about a res
olution they had been working
on.
“I want people to know he
was the most student-friendl)
administrator on campus,” Witi
said.
Odejewski worked with sen
ate on a number of issues ovei
the years including getting
Grand Valley stadium lights foi
the football field, re-working
Louie the Laker from the “ole
man in the sea look” to the cur
rent look and, most recently
helping senate to purchase free
tickets for the student bod>
before the football play offi
began in the fall.
The funeral service was helc
yesterday morning at St. Jamej
Church in Grand Rapids. Grant
Valley also held a memoria
service in the Fieldhouse arem
at 3 p.m. yesterday.

Assistant track coach killed

collapses, dies
■ Grand Valley
mourns the loss of
the third person to
pass away within
the Laker athletic
department in the
past six months.

■ The GVSU com
munity has been
dealing with the
loss of Rob
Odejewski, who
died on Friday.

Valley paramedic was on the
scene to give CPR. Smith was
taken to Spectrum Health
Butterworth Campus in Grand
Rapids, where Laker coach
Terry Smith spent the night,
while also being joined by many
players on the team.
“First and foremost, we send
our thoughts and prayers to the
Smith family.
Derek was a
bright young man with a great
future. He was a redshirt this
year, but we were expecting
great things from him for this
coming year," Selgo said.
“He was one of the nicest
kids in all of Grand Valley ath
letics," he said.
This tragedy adds to the pain
that the Grand Valley athletic
department has had to deal with
in the past six months.
On Oct. 23. Grand Valley
assistant track coach Mike Lints
was accidentally killed at night
when he was hit by a SUV on I96 while retrieving furniture
that had fallen off the back of
his truck.
More recently on April 17,
Rob "Odie” Odejewski, assis
tant athletic director and assis
tant director of marketing,
passed away after being over
come by carbon monoxide
fumes while working in his
basement with a gas-powered
saw.

in automobile accident
Rachel Izzo
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Christy Tcdrow has been on
the
Grand
Valley
State
University track and field team
for four years, and in those years
she has had a chance to work
with GVSU's assistant track
coach Mike Lints. To Tcdrow, he
was a coach, a friend, a brother
and “old man Lints.”
"He was everything," she
said as she watched her team
mates practice hurdle drills. "He
was who we worked with every
single day. He is so woven into
our lives. Our power drills, our
sprinting-he'd be there timing,
and with our relay team he’d be
there doing hand offs.
“He was the constant person
in this whole program ever since
I’ve been here .’’she said. "He
was the only thing that hadn’t
fluctuated or changed ."
Now things have changed
for Tedrow the GVSU track and
field team.
On the night of Oct. 23,
Lints was killed on 1-96 while
trying to retrieve a chair that had
fallen off his truck. He had just
bought a house in Coopersvillc
and was moving furniture from
his apartment in Lapeer. Mich,
to his new home.
Police said a sports utility

vehicle traveling west hit Lints
as he was trying to move the
easy chair out of the road.
Lints was 25-years old, a
teacher at Kenowa Hills Middle
School and a football coach. He
was also a graduate of Grand
Valley.
"He was so young," Tedrow
said. "He is pretty much our age,
maybe just a couple years older.
You don’t expect it. People don’t
understand why something like
that has to happen.”
Tim Selgo. director of athlet
ics at Grand Valley said that
Lints loved being around his stu
dents.
"The best way to describe
Mike is that he was born to teach
and be a coach," he said. " He
was always upbeat, positive and
energetic.”
The head coach for track and
field. Jerry Baltes, said that
Lints spent much of his time
teaching students not only about
track and field, but also about
life in general.
“He was just proud to be a
l aker." Baltes said. “He never
left anyone behind."
Jordan Lake, a senior on the
track team, said Lints was a
great motivator and personal
friend.
“At first I was in shock," he
said. "1 just pictured all these

memories with Mike. He
seemed so...like he was invinci
ble."
Lints provided a turning
point in Lake's track career as a
freshman.
“1 remember racing against
him my first year, and it was his
first year as a coach,” Lake said.
“I beat him pretty bad and he
just said ‘Your going to have a
great future here. A great future
with Grand Valley track.’ That
was a turning point in my track
career. He was really motiva
tional.”
In honor of Lints, Baltes said
the track team will be naming an
alumni award after him and the
“Blood, Sweat and Tears”
award.
“The ‘Blood, Sweat and
Tears' award will be for a male
and female team member who
goes above the call of duty on
the track," Baltes said.
After stretching on Tuesday
evening. Baltes offered his team
some comforting words about
Lints for the upcoming meet.
“I know this weekend he is
going to sec the whole dang race
and get to sec every person run
the whole way," he said. “He'll
be in a much better seat this
weekend than if he would have
been with us in Parkside. Take
that with you out there.”

4
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Grand Valley reacts to benefits decision
Thomas Armantrout
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Following President Mark
Murray’s recent decision not it)
extend domestic partner benefits
to same sex couples at Grand
Valley, many faculty and stu
dents expressed their feeling and
thoughts over the outcome of the
issue.
“1 was disappointed,” said
Patrick Thorpe, chair of the fac
ulty senate. “1 had hope for a
positive decision up to the last
moment.”
The benefits package, which
would have granted same-sex
partners of GVSU staff and fac
ulty members the same benefits
given to married spouses of
employees, was very popular
among most of the members of
the university.
It was supported by the stu
dent senate, the faculty senate,
and
GVSU's
chapter
of
American
Association
of
University Professors.
It was rejected by Murray
after
being
advised
and
informed on the issue for sever
al months.
“Implementation of domes
tic partner benefits is not, on bal
ance, in the best interest of
Grand Valley State University,”

he said.
majority is Professor Cliff
"I do not believe that offer Welch, who is president of
ing such a benefit is essential to GVSU’i AAUP.
the institution's capacity to
"I was disappointed and con
attract and retain a high-quality cerned,” said Welch, recalling
his emotions when he first
faculty and staff...1 believe that
offering domestic partner bene learned of Murray's decision on
fits would be
the issue.
contrary to the U-----------------------------------Welch, along
views of many
with many others,
key constituen
is concerned about
cies who have
the various conse
supported this
quences that sup
institution in its
porters of the ben
growth
and
efit package feel
de ve Iopme nt
Grand
Valley
and will be key
could experience
to its future suc
from the presi
cess."
dent's decision.
In his state
One of the
ment, Murray
most
common
listed
several
worries shared by
many at GVSU is
reasons for sup
porting either
that the university
MARK MURRAY could lose both
side
of
the
President
current
and
issue.
ft prospective facul
He
also
ty members who
noted the popularity of the bene
fits package, mentioning that he could view the university as a
had heard more people who had
narrow-minded or an unpleasant
supported installing the benefits place to work.
Welch thought the decision
package than those who had
could make Grand Valley less
opposed it.
competitive in their faculty and
He was echoed by Thorpe:
"An overwhelming majority of staff because prospective mem
the faculty are in favor of offer bers know they could receive a
more generous benefits package
ing the benefit.”
Among this overwhelming elsewhere.

Implementation
of domestic
partner benefits
is not, on
balance, in the
best interest of
Grand Valley
State University.
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This was one of Murray’s
concerns in making his decision,
but Murray stated that he does
not believe establishing the ben
efit is “essential to the institu
tion's capacity to attract and
retain a high-quality faculty and
staff.”
Another major concern
among supporters of the benefits
package is that Murray does not
care about Grand Valley’s poli
cies regarding gays and lesbians.
“The president doesn't seem
to be concerned with our poli
cies, so why have policies?”
Welch said.
Jeff Bush, a member of the
SLLD organization and who
helped organize a rally last
semester supporting the bene
fits. said he does not feel Murray
compromised existing Grand
Valley policies.
“But on the other hand.
Grand
Valley
refuses
to
acknowledge the inherent dis
crimination in not fully extend
ing health benefits to gay and
lesbian faculty and staff," Bush
said. "Clearly this contradicts
Grand Valley's goal of 'equal
opportunity’.”
The response of disappoint
ment and concern from many
members of GVSU, whether
students, faculty, or staff, came
as no surprise to Murray.
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In memory, one year past
Mark McGarry
Grand Valley Lanthorn
On the morning of Sept 11.
one year ago a terrorist attaek on
the World Trade Center shoeked
the nation. As the dust of those
doomed, towers cleared there
were tears, fears and anger. Last
week the nation and the world
commemorated the day with
moments of silence, prayers,
vigils and most of all by carry
ing out everyday tasks in defi
ance of the terrorist efforts a
year ago.
The Grand Valley communi
ty too recognized the day with
vigils and assemblies remem
bering the people that died. With
feelings running high, many
cried and still others remem
bered in silence. Others chose to
go about their day as normal.
Still more talked about how they
felt and where they were when
reality invaded the security of
America.
President Murray reflected
on how he felt a year ago upon
hearing the news of the tragedy.
"I was saddened and immediate
ly thought of what I thought
were tens of thousands of vic
tims."
A year later though many
have worked past the feelings of
sadness, fear and anger, assistant
professor in the department psy
chology Anton Toltnan believes
this.
"I think people have accept
ed and adopted the conse
quences
of
September
eleventh.” said Tolman.
Diana Pace, director of
counseling and career services
agrees with Tolman that the
campus
is
doing
better.
However,
she
adds
that
September 11 has had some lin
gering effects. Since the tragedy
Pace, points out an increase in
students coming into the coun
seling office with problems of
stress and anxiety this year.
While there is no definite proof
of a connection, she believes
that the anniversary of the attack
has helped increase these feel
ings. She also points out that
colleges throughout the east
have had a rise in stress and anx
iety cases.

Tolman too sees that the
tragic events have had lasting
effects on the population and
generations attending GVSU.
“The biggest trend | in trau
matic events| is the creation of
anxiety and a destabilization of
personal views of the world,”
said Tolman.
Senior counselor Harriet
Singleton expands on this issue
linking many feelings, students
have to possible lingering per
sonal issues about New York.
"Many students maybe feel
ing restless or anxious but not
making the link to those feelings
with September eleventh,” com
mented Singleton.
Singleton also had some
advice for those still feeling the
effects of the solemn anniver
sary. She recommends students
acknowledge the event, and then
talk through it. It is also impor
tant to continue daily activities.
Both Pace and Singleton suggest
that it any student is experienc
ing any ongoing anxiety, depres
sion or nightmares they see a
counselor.
Something, which Tolman
and Pace believes that helped
the students at Grand Valley
with this were the public func
tions held in honor of the
anniversary.
“The public assemblies were
important because they allowed
an appropriate way to express
feelings of self-express and it
eliminates the feeling of isola
tion.” said Tolman.
Pace added. “Grieving
together helps people deal with
their emotions,” said Puce
"They also showed respect for
the people that gave their lives."
Students too felt that the
assemblies did honor to the
event.
Tim Dohzeniecki comment
ed. “It was definitely a good
thing. I think it is important to
recall those that were lost and
the heroes that helped.” said
Dohzeniecki.
bellow classmate Rebecca
Hiller agreed adding.
“I thought it was very touch
ing for people so far away from
the event to still remember it. It
showed real unity in the nation,”
said Hiller.

Why pay for 12 months,
when you're there only 9?
Recreation Room
Billiard Tables
Swimming Pool
Modern Kitchen Appliances
Full Bath & Shower
Air Conditioning
Cheap Cable
...and more!
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616-895*6678
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10235-95 42nd Avenue
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The Grand Valley community honored the memory of the Sept 11 attacks
during both a day ceremony (above) and an evening candlelight vigil

BFE is coming to GV
Rachel Izzo
Grand Valley l anthorn
The Grand River Garden
restaurant on Lake Michigan
Drive will he permanently clos
ing their doors on Jan. 26. and in
the spring, a bar w ill re-open in
place of the restaurant, welcom
ing people IK years old and up.
Anthony Kim decided to sell
the restaurant in Talmadge
Township just beyond the Grand
River because it just wasn't
what he wanted to do any more.
”We have been open since
1993 and it has been fun but it is
just something that wasn't for us
anymore,” he said.
Kim has been wanting to sell
the restaurant for the past three
years, hut no one has had the
financial resources to buy it.
"It has always been for
sale,” he said.
The establishment, which
will he called BFE, is now

owned by Sam Ward, Rick
Manus, Kevin Hammond and
Chad Ward.
Chad Ward thought up the
idea and graduated from Grand
Valley State University in fall
2000.
"We will have possession of
it iq early February to do some
remodeling and we hope to have
it re-open in June.” Chad Ward
said. "I think everybody at one
time has thought about turning
that place into a bar. It has one
of the only liquor licenses with
in a 10 mile radius.”
Ward said that when he was
a student at Grand Valley, pro
fessor Boh Vrancken made his
class write up a business plan,
and it inspired the idea to turn
the Grand River Garden into
BFE.
"If it wasn't for his class I
wouldn’t have had the plan to
write that business plan out."
said Ward.

SPORTS

Hollie Harcourt, Sports Editor
sportstfi lanthom.com
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Laker teams just keep winning...
Wrestling team wins back-to-back national championship
was no stopping the Lakers from
winning their second straight
National Championship.
“Everybody figured we were
the team to beat,” CO-coach
Dave Mills said. “Everybody
knew that if you were up against
a Grand Valley you better be
ready because they are coming
after you.”
The Lakers controlled the
tournament, scoring a team total
of 199.5 points; 33.5 points
ahead
of
second
place
University of Nevada-Reno. The
Apprentice School finished third
with 140 team points.

Ryan Slocum
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Last year, the Grand Valley
State Wrestling Team shocked
the wrestling world by running
away with the NCWA National
Championship in its first year of
competition.
This season there would be
no sneak attack by Grand Valley
State, as the Lakers were ranked
No. 1 in the country throughout
the entire year. The Valley was
the target for every team in the
tournament, but in the end, there

Softball takes runner-up
Maureen Notestine
Grand Valley Lanthorn
The Grand Valley State
University softball team
found themselves in a
whirlwind of excitement.
The Lakers won their
regional
tournament,
advanced to the national
championship and become
No. 2 in the nation in a span
of just a few days.
“I don't think it really
had time to sink in,” coach
Doug Woods said. “On the
way back home someone
said, ‘Do you realize that
we just placed second in the
nation’. “

Photo courtesy of the Grand Valley Wrestling Team

The wrestling team won first place in Nationals tor the second year in a row,
beating the second place team by 33.5 points.

Volleyball team wins GLIAC

But whether the girls
realized it then or not does
not really matter. They
came home No. 2 in the
nation, and they earned it.
Grand Valley defeated
Barry 3-1 in their first
round game.
“We were a little nerv
ous, but we decided to
approach this game as a
once in a lifetime opportu
nity. I told the girls to just
enjoy it and have fun,”
coach Doug Woods said.
Jen Goldschmeding hit
a two-run homer in the top
of the second to put the
Lakers on top 2-1. A run in
the top of the seventh put
the score at 3-1.

.. .blowing the
competition away
Courtesy of Sports Information

The women's volleyball team won first place in the GLIAC
tournament, reserving a spot in Regionals.

Lindsay Moore
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Grand
Valley
State
University's
Women's
Volleyball team proved
through phenomenal play at
the GLIAC Tournament,
held this past weekend in
GVSU's own Fieldhouse,
exactly why they arc No. I.
The Lakers defeated
Michigan Tech 3-0 (30-13,
30-22, 30-25) in the first
round. They started strong,
hitting .500 in game one
and holding MTU to a -. 107
attack percentage. The win
gave Head Coach Deanne
Scanlon her 200th win in
seven years at GVSU.
The Lakers showed off

Grand Valley Lanthorn / fosh Tedoruk

Pam Kaminski slides into home March 4 in Coral Springs, Fla.
The GVSU team took a win over Salem International.

their skills in game one,
opening the match 15-4 and
finishing with a 30-13 vic
tory.
They
never
looked
back.
Grand Valley notched
02 kills as a team .393
attack percentage.
The
Huskies managed a mere 21
kills and a .077 hitting per
centage.
Traci Skrzypek record
ed II kills in 13 attempts
and led the Lakers with 15
digs. Carly Miller posted
16 kills with a .556 attack
percentage. Elisa Joris and
Sabrina Bird each added
nine kills and Nicole Bayle
acquired 47 assists and ten
digs.

The Grand Valley cross country teams makes a clean sweep
Pat Garrett
Grand Valley Lanthorn

Gram! Valley lanthorn I Pat Garrett

GVSU Cross Country member,Aaron Rogers, Tim Nichols and Mark
Terpstra lead a pack of runners midway through the race.

All-American Anes voted Michigan’s Best
Maureen Notestine
Grand Valley Lanthorn

strates his ethics on and off the
field," Giachcrio said.
Laker fans and athletes alike
have respect and admiration for
Anes, and wanted the rest of
Michigan to know that Curt
Anes is not just another quarter
back. He is the Grand Valley
quarterback.
Anes, a 6'2", 210 pound jun
ior. holds many records for
Division II. He had a 221.6 pass
ing efficiency rating, and 48
touchdown passes, which is the
third highest in history.
He was selected as national
Division II player of the week
three times and was the GLIAC
offensive player of the week
four times. Anes was second in

Curt Anes is a household
name around Grand Valley State
University.
Now, it is a name that people
all over Michigan are familiar
with.
Anes is the winner of the
Free
Press’
I6tli
annual
Michigan’s Best competition.
His competition was tough.
Anes was in the running with
names like Tom Izzo, Nicklas
Lidstrom and Jerry Stackhouse.
There were 26 nominees total.
People were allowed to vote
for their top three choices, and
when the votes were totaled,
Curt was the winner.
It may be surprising
to people not from the
Grand Rapids area to see
a Division II college
quarterback
win this
honor.
To Grand Valley stu
dents, it is not.
“He deserves it. He
had one of the best sea
sons a quarterback in
Division II has ever had,”
Jordan Wourinen, a soph-’
omore at Grand Valley
State said. "I am just hop
ing that he will be back
100 percent healthy next
season.”
Freshman
DJ
Giachcrio agreed.
“Curt is very deserv
Grand Valley lanthorn ,
ing of this award. He is a Curt Anes, senior quarterback
hard worker and demon

stieDis pel

the Harlon Hill Trophy competi
tion. and it is not hard to see
why.
Anes led the Grand Valley
offense to 58.4 points per game,
which was the most in the coun
try for Division II. He also led
the Lakers to a total offense of
600.8 yards and passed for 3.086
yards. Curt was named AllAmerican for his feats during
the 2001 season.
Anes stats are outstanding,
which is why it was hard for
Laker fans to go to the Division
II
National Championships
without Curt at the helm.
He was injured in Grand
Valley's first playoff game
against Bloomsburg. He suf
fered from a dislocated
kneecap and a torn pos
terior cruciate liga
ment .
“Curt is an out
standing quarterback,"
Grand Valley freshman
Nate Watson said. “I
just wish he could’ve
been in the playoffs.”
Sports information
director Tim Nott pur
chased 400 copies of
the Free Press that con
tained the Michigan
Best Ballot.
The ballots were
distributed
among
Grand Valley students
that requested them.
A lot of those bal
lots filled out were
done by Curt's own
teammates.

Head Cross Country and
Track and Field Coach Jerry
Bakes has been talking about
the infamous number six ever
since he took over the helm four
years ago. With this last week
end's actions, that number
becomes much closer to a reali
ty. What does the number six
represent? The number of run
ning GLIAC championships
there arc in one year. Men and
Women Cross Country, Indoor,

and Outdoor Track and Field.
The women claimed their third
title in four years and for the
men their first championship in
CC school history.
Obtaining
six
champi
onships has been a reality the
last three years but when one of
the CC teams has bad timing in
the fall, the dream falls short for
the rest of the year. In the last
three years GV has come up
with four championships twice
and five once. This marks the
first time the series for six is still
alive through the end of GLIAC
Cross Country meet.

need to

“He’s a great guy on and off
the field.” Ross VandcrKamp, a
Grand Valley State linebacker
said.
Anes was a leader on and off
of the field. Even though he
could not play in Grand Valley’s
National Championship game
against North Dakota, he was
still recognized as a driving
force on the team.
The players asked their
coach, Brian Kelly, to let Anes
walk out as a captain for the coin
tlip. Anes was proud to represent
his team.
Curt is looking toward his
future at Grand Valley and work
ing hard to be in playing condi
tion for Sept. 7 when the Lakers
will host the University of
California-Davis to begin their
2002 campaign.
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Grand Valley Renaissance Festival returns for seventh year
Erin Klitzke
Grand Valley Lin thorn
It’s October. The leaves are
starting to turn, the nights are
starting to get cold, but the days
are still warm and bright, despite
morning crispness. In Europe,
centuries ago, it would be time
for the harvest festival. Here at
Grand Valley State University,
we celebrate the season by
taking a step back into that past
with the seventh annual Grand
Valley Renaissance Festival.
A student-organized event
funded by the Student Life fund,
the Grand Valley Renaissance
Festival has become a tradition
here, considered part of the
Shakespeare Festival, and this
year, an event associated with
homecoming.
Festival hours,
which in the past have been 10
a.m. until dusk, have been
extended on Saturday, Oct. 12
until 7 p.m. to give students and

guests something to do before
the homecoming football game
against
Northern
Michigan
University.
The
Grand
Valley
Renaissance Festival offers
patrons
a
variety
of
entertainment options, including
combat
demonstrations,
jugglers, storytellers, musicians,
and some street performers.
Festival mainstays such as Will
Collins (bagpipes). Little John
(juggling), and the Grand Valley
Madrigals (choral) will return
this year, as well as fighting
groups such as the Silver Leaf
Royal
Guard
(live
steel
demonstrations),
the
Blue
Dragons
(live
steel
demonstration)
and
Grand
Valley’s own fighters, who are a
group of festival members who
fight "arms courteous" in a
tournament with kendo sticks.
The shopping at Grand
Valley’s festival isn’t too shabby
either. Several dozen merchants

have reserved space at the
festival this year, which is held
on the lawns between Kirkhof
Center and Student Services in
front of the Cook Carillon
Tower.
Merchants will be
selling everything from jewelry
to food to clothing (called

"garb") to books to weapons to
trinkets,
feast
gear,
and
memorabilia.
Weapons
purchased must be removed
from
the
festival
site
immediately and cannot be kept
on campus.
For regulars at Renaissance

Festivals, there will be a touch
of something familiar that is
seen at larger festivals such as
the
Michigan
Renaissance
Festival at Holly and others: A
storyline. Many members of the
festival play characters from
royalty to knights to wenches to
peasants to pirates, while others
just come for the fun, the food,
and the shopping in costume and
out of costume. All are welcome
at Grand Valley’s Renaissance
Festival, which is a familyfriendly event.
Grand
Valley’s
organizational leader is Diane
Kowalski, a senior film student
here at Grand Valley. She has
been with the festival for four
years and has been running the
festival for the past several
years. In the past three years,
she and other members have
watched
the
festival
membership explode in size
with each coming semester.
"I’m so excited about this year’s

Grand Valley Lanthorn / Will Hurrah

Katrina Lewinski and Karen McOscar, both Grand Valley students,
participate in the seventh GV Renaissance Festival.

faire," Kowalski said. "We have
so
many
wonderful
new
members who are just as
passionate about this as I am.
It’s a great feeling to know I can
graduate and leave this faire in
good hands."
Nick Diggs, a third-year
business, political science, and
history major, is the festival’s
site director, a new development
for this year. His job is to work
behind the scenes to make sure
things go off without a hitch.
"Faire has gotten much larger
than it has been in past years,"
he said, "and we needed
someone who was not so much
performing but working behind
the scenes to keep everything
running smoothly. This will take
a lot of pressure off other
members of faire and let them
concentrate on making the faire
the best possible for the patrons
who come."
Diggs, with
experience at other festivals,
volunteered for the job.

‘Merchant of Venice’ opens
with excellent performance
of Aragon, as well as local
elementary school students Silas
Kachman and Dominique Henry
as the pages of Aragon and
Morocco, brought comic relief
to the show, which is otherwise
very serious.
As a Shakespearean work,
“The Merchant of Venice” is a
very challenging piece for all
parties involved.
Through
wonderful acting and stage
presence, the cast made the
show easier to understand. The
sets and costumes created the

illusion that the audience was
actually
peering into the lives of
Grand Valley Lanthorn
16th century Venetians.
They
made the audience believe that
they were truly watching people
The show must always go
deal with the demands of Jewish
on, and that is what Grand
moneylender Shy lock that the
Valley
State
University’s
merchant Antonio furnish a
production of "The Merchant of
pound of flesh in lieu of
Venice" did despite some
payment on a loan. Coupled
technical issues during their
with beautiful
music and
opening night performance.
lighting, the show was one to
The cast was nothing short
remember.
of
stunning
during
their
“The Merchant of Venice” is
performance. The chemistry on
part of Grand Valley’s ninth
stage between the actors
annual
Shakespeare
was
extremely
strong,
Festival.
This year’s
which highlighted the hard
production was directed by
work and long hours the
Karen Libman, associate
cast has put in for the show.
professor of Theatre at
Heather Harnett as Portia
Grand
Valley.
The
and Brian Quakenbush as
University of Michigan’s
Bassanio, Rachel Roos as
Rob Murphy designed sets
Nerissa
and
Michael
and lighting for the show,
Houser as Gratiano, as well
both
of which
were
as Bryant Osikowiez as
magnificent. Jill Hamilton
Lorenzo
and
Carolyn
designed
amazing
Ratkowski as Jessica, truly
costumes for the show. It
convinced an audience that
was
a
wonderful
they were lovers.
Brian
experience
for
the
Webb Russell and Greg
playgoer, addressing issues
Redford were spectacular
of
anti-Semitism
and
as Shy lock and Antonio, a
discrimination,
among
pair of feuding Venetians
other topics.
whose
animosity
goes
“The
Merchant
of
beyond
mere
business
Venice” runs through Oct.
dealings. Dan Kennedy as
6.
For tickets and
Lancelot Gabbo, Rodel
information, call the Grand
Salazar as the Prince of
Grand Valin/ Lanthorn t Will Hurrah
Valley State University
Morocco,
and
Joel
Brian Quakenbush (left) and Michael Houser
Theatre Box Office at
Schindlbeck as the Prince
play Bassanio and Gratiano in Merchant.’
(616) 895-2300.

Erin Klitzke
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‘Courage’ actress delivers standout performance
Located on Lake Michigan Drive just West of Campus
For more info or tour call Roger
Off iCG Hours:

ph 616.895.5875
fx 616.892.4441

Center last weekend, he would
like to be.
The Grand Valley State
University version of the play,
an adaptation hy David Hare
from a literal translation of
Brecht’s original, displays a
wonderful vitality on stage.
The standout performance

Eric Byville
Grand Valley Lanthorn
This reviewer is not familiar
with the work of 20th century
playwright and director Bertolt
Brecht, but after seeing
“Mother Courage And Her
Children” at the Performing Art

Monday - Friday
9am-5pm

uzsmsmx&Ki ist

of the play is Mother Courage
herself, played with force and
dexterity hy Tamira Henry. Her
range of abilities extends from
humor to rage to plaintive
swansongs, and includes
everything in between.
The other actors also give
fine performances.
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Carolyn Ratkowski (left) and Tamira
Henry act in Mother Courage.’
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Friday, January 3, 2003

an ad: $2j00 stem. Daatttnt is 10
a.m. Monoay for aa waas s issue.

"fiiculty and Staff)
ClmMad rates for studsnte
faculty tnd staff: Rnrt 20 wonte, $3
minimum chaqp,fftan Iff can* par
addHtonal wort, payabla in
atfcanca.
To boMtace, undarflrfe, MaKctes
or capitalize words in your dasak
fied, add 10 cents par word. To box

Phont, Fax and Hours
Ddsphont 61M95-2460, or
teaaa a message on our alterhours answering machine. Fax
number ie 610495-2465. Office
hours:
94, Monday through
Friday.

Mattress sets: Brand new * still in
plastic! Twins $130. Fulls $150.
Queens $200 and up. Also frames;
bedroom, dining room, and leather
living room furniture. 293-5188 or
682-4767. Can deliver. (1-23)

AUTOMOTIVE

Roommates
Saivioas

Automotive

Wanted

Tell your lover you love 'em. Wish a
friend good luck. Lift someone's
spirit. Put it in writing. Make it public.
Lanthorn “Personals" are only 15
cents per word, $3 minimum, paid in
advance at the Lanthorn, 100
Commons. Deadline is noon
Monday for that week’s issue, (tf)

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED:
Condominium. Utilities included,
Garage, Cable T.V. 5 minutes from
campus in Jenison, Mich. Prefer
non-smoker. $400 per month. No
long-term contract. Please call Todd
at 669-8718.(1/9)

WANTED

1997 Dodge Dakota Sport 4x4
extended cab V.8. Very clean, new
tires, Toneu cover. 88,100 K.
$11,900 OBO 616-892-6608

3-bedroom and 2-bedroom apart
ments for rent in Grand Rapids
house. Right off expressway. Call
Mary Russo at 791-6023 for details.

Poetry
The Lanthorn is looking for poetry to
run weekly. 20-line maximum, any
genre. Submit to Erin Klitzke at 100
Commons or e-mail to
arts@lanthorn.com.

(1/3)
BIRTHDAYS
Great student apts. Low rent.
Across from GVSU campus. Close
to bars, restaurants, and parties. 2
bedroom apts. available. Call 616892-9400 (1-9)

Wish your friend a happy day. Tell
the world for just 15 cents per word,
$3 minimum, paid in advance at the
Lanthorn office, 100 Commons.
Deadline is noon Monday for that
week's issue, (tf).

Employment
For Sale
Housing
lost & Found

Advertising
Classifications:

PERSONALS

House for Rent. 4-bedroom, 2 bath
rooms. Hardwood floors. 5 minutes
from downtown. $975 per month.
Call Chad at 616-318-9511. (1/9)

FOR SALE

m.#i
ijii m
LMumays

Standard of Accaptanca
The Grand Way Lanffiom
------- —
-»■ |Akj| gljkjLi te
rwdivtt
in® njfn 10 60R or-*• ntjoci
any advertleemantat any lima and
to pteoa aN advertisements under
proper classfficalion.

vommerciai Katas
Ctesaffiad word adsiFiret 20
words, $6 minimum charge, then
20 cants per additional word,
payable in advance. To boldface,
teAotzs or capitalize words in your
classified, add 10 cents per word.

Advertising Deadlines
The copy deadiine for classified
advertising is at noon on Monday;
classified display advertising dsatk
line is 10 a.m. Monday. Bring or
send your copy to the Grand VsNay

To box an ad:
$2.00 extra.
Classified display rate is $8.75 per
column inch.

All classifieds must be paid in
advance, thank you, until credit is
established.

Writers
Get published and get paid. The
Lanthorn is seeking essays, very
short stories, poetry and opinion
columns that relate to campus
issues and themes. Humor pieces
especially wanted. E-mail the editor
at editorial@lanthorn.com (tf)
News Tips
The Grand Valley Lanthorn editorial
staff appreciates your news tips and
story ideas. Were not afraid to
investigate the difficult story or give
credit where it’s due. E-mail your tip
to lanthorn@gvsu.edu (tf)
Reader’s Caution
Ads appearing on this page may
involve a charge for phone calls,
booklets, information, CODs, etc.
Reply with caution, (tf)

Distributed by Collegia's Prsaawirs Features Syi

LOST & FOUND
Missing: Jimi Hendrix Voodoo
Fender Stratocaster Guitar
Stolen from Laker Village.
331-0839: ask for Aaron Lutz
Serial
#:
TN707755
Reward: $250

EMPLOYMENT
Avon is now hiring reps in this
area. $10 start-up fee. 40% off
during the first two months. No
sales experience necessary. Call
(616) 399-3429 or e-mail anniewiley@chartermi.net. (1/9)
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NOTICES
Reader’s Caution
Ads appearing on this page
may involve a charge for
phone calls, booklets, infor
mation, CODs, etc. Reply with
caution, (tf)
Student Organizations
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
offers student organizations to
promote themselves through
free announcements pub
lished as Club Notes in the
Laker Life section. E-mail your
information, 150-word limit, to
lanthorn@gvsu.edu (tf)

SMARTESTPILLS.COM
Campus rep wanted. Earn while
you learn & enhance your
resume. 952-943-2400.

Boltwood Model open. M-F 9:005:00. Call 895-5875, ask for Roger.
4657 Lake Michigan Drive, behind
Peppino's Pizza. Apt. B1

HEY GRAND VAUEYI
GROUPS!

GET UP TO $120 OFF PER ROOM!
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!
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Single Copies
of the Grand Valley Lanthorn
are free of charge. Additional
copies are available at 25
cents each. 100 Commons,
GVSU, Allendale, Ml 49401.
(tf)

HOUSING

Get your news!
Every Week
SPRING BREAKS
Coupons up to $250
Cancun, Acapulco,
Jamaica & Bahamas
Our staffs 18th year
1-800-328-7513
hotspringbreaks.com

Baked Goods

LOSE WT. WHILE EATING
The Foods You Love!
(888) 233-4136
http://HerbalNutrition.net/Stroman (1/9)

$14.05 Base/Appointment
GRAND VALLEY STUDENTS
Work with other students. Local
camp looking for students to fill
position in customer sales/serv
ice department. Make your own
schedule. Internship available to
all majors. Great resume builder.
Advancement opportunities. Call
Ken 245-3882 or visit WORKFORSTUDENTS.COM.

CA/tOW * ACAPttLCO * JAMAICA
BAHAMAS * FLORIDA

PHKSSWIHR

ANNOUNCEMENTS

USA Spring Break Presents Spring
Break 2003. Campus Reps
Wanted. Earn 2 free trips for 15
people. Cancun, Bahamas,
Mazatlan, Jamaica, Acapulco,
South Padre, and Florida. Call Toll
Free 1-877460-6077
www.usaspringbreak.com

www.lanthorn.com

COLLIOIATE

Free
Lost and Found ads are free,
first insertion, 25 words maxi
mum.
E-mail
to
lanthorn@gvsu.edu (tf)

$$ Earn Income From Home $$
Your own business! Strong $$
potential. Full Training and Support.
Free infer. (888) 233-4934
http://EscapeJob.biz. (1/9)

Lanthorn, 100 Commons.

Black and White
Bread
Brownie
Cake
Cheesecake

Cookie
Cream Puff
Cupcake
Danish
Doughnut

Muffin
Napoleon
Pie
Rugelach
Truffles

s

srt
rtim ■
SERVICES

1.800.648.4849

www.ststravel.com

Ground

Pi..

redx

.50 - S9.50/hr
lion Assistance
$.50 increase alter
90 days

POSITIONS NEEDED:
VAN LOADtRS/UNLOADERS

TRAILER LOADER/UNLOADERS
Monday - Friday
3:(X)am - 8:(X)am
4:(X)pm - 9:00pm

1-96

Please Apply in Person
Mon-Thurs 12:00pm-4:00pm

MERCER

3378 Three Mile. N.W.

Equip.

Walker. MI 49544
AA/EOE

tfIZZZf
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1. Insect stage
6. MD trail

26

9. Tennyson's trod

34

28

32
136

14. Lacks sense

Shoe-in

37

15. Spanish cry
16. Auras of glory
17. Columbus ship
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41

40

IK. Marriage promise
44

43

19. Poems
20. Uproot

46

22. Carlton song
23. Maiden name indicator
24. Idee (freebie)

48

26. Shrub
30. Personality journeys

57

34. “Duly

49

_"
60

35. Do you?
36. Tibetan ga/ellc
37. Knowledgeably

63

3K. Ciambian language
39. Addition

Heels
Hi-tops
Orthopedic
Pumps
Saddle

Sandals
Slippers
Sneakers
Tap
Tennis

J

40. Triton’s domain
41.__

http://www.cpwire.com

by me

42. Mumesons

11 NC 28660

43 Ones who essay
45. Texas murder defense

12. MDs

46. Whimper

21. Pod insider

47. Naval Acd. student

25. Portal

13. 65 across without "n"

48 Famous twins

26. Mediterranean herb

51. Make stand out
57 Scientist's favorite dish

27. Time and loading, e g

58. Neither
59 Played with plectrum

29 Meadow

60. Congress action

31. Ice house

61. Mottle
62. 120 degrees apart

33 Chic

28. Condemned Titan
30 Acquires
32. Puppy, e g

63. Indian wrap
64 Type of bunny

35. One year olds

65. German city

39 Bar

38. Boil
41 Igneous rock

DOWN

42. Donna or Calvin
44 Court punnishment

Boat
Boot
Clogs
Dancing
Flip Flops

52

50

I Wind or hag
2. Computer lingo

45 Nothing
47.
gras

4 Against

48 Poet's opens
49 11 down actor

3. Tired dog
5. F.rudite

50 Celebrity

6 Bright stars

52. Seized

7. Coagulate

53. Autos

8 Stepped on scale again

54 Purple flower

9 Furthermore

55 Diet

10. Double-edged sword

56. Garden

55

56
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Next to the water-tower
4282 Pierce Street
Allendale, Ml 49401

616.892.4170

Downtown
1 20 East Fulton
Grand Rapids, Mi 49503

616.454.2665
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Lakers claim NCAA Division II, back-to-back GLIAC championships
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Congratulations Lakers
for a great season!
We Finished What We Started.

Celebration for the Grand Valley Lakers will
take place during half time of the Grand
Valley vs. Ferris State basketball game on
Saturday January 18, 2003 of 8 p m.
Call 331 -3259 for tickets to the game

GrandWlley

StateUniyprsity
Excellence in Academics and Athletics

wwwgvsu.edu

' ''
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National Championship
Grand Valley State 31, Valdosta State 24

Lakers finish what they started
Nate Thompson
Grand Valley Lanthorn
When asked what it felt
like after the Detroit
Pistons had won their firstever NBA Championship,
Isiah Thomas replied. “It
feels like heaven...Heaven
must feel like this!” he
sang with a smile ear to ear
on his champagne soaked
face.
The Grand Valley State
Lakers now know the same
feeling.
The Lakers completed
an undefeated season and
claimed their first National
Championship in dramatic
fashion, with a 31-24
victory over No. 2 Valdosta
State in the Division II
National Championship,
which was held at Braly
Memorial
Stadium
in
Florence, Alabama on
December 14.
It is the
Lakers
first
National
Championship
at
any
varsity sport.
It was the Lakers
second straight appearance
in Florence, and while this
game was eerily similar to
the Lakers last-second
defeat and the hands of
North Dakota last year, the
final outcome was all that
the Lakers cared about
changing.
“This means everything
to
us,”
Lakers
wide
receiver David Kircus said.
“We started out our first
year with a lot of freshman
on the offensive side of the
ball and we have evolved
so much since then. We
were 5-5, 7-4. then last
season getting here and
falling short and this
season having Curt with us
again in the playoffs. It is
just
an
unbelievable
feeling. The fans arc going
to bring it back with them,
we arc going to bring it
back with us; it's just

something we are going to
remember for the rest of
our lives.”
Kircus will have an
easier time remembering
this contest because it was
one in which he simply
dominated. The record

times during the drive,
including the go-ahead
score.
Kircus finished the
championship game with
11 catches for 270 yards.
Anes completed 23 of 36
passes for a championship

Grand Valley Lantlwrn / Luke Wark

breaking wide receiver
accounted
for
three
receiving touchdowns and
hooked up with Harlon Hill
Award winner Curt Anes
for
the
game-winning
touchdown
with
62
seconds left.
After the
Blazers recovered an Anes'
fumble in the end zone to
erase an 18-point deficit
and tie the contest at 24.
the Lakers had 2:58 left on
the clock to work with.
Anes drove the Lakers 68
yards down the field and
connected with Kircus five

Score by quarter 12

3

4

VSU
GVSU

7
7

11
7

3
3

thought
of
another
championship let down
could of possibly hung in
the balance, Kelly said he
had total confidence in his
team and the thought of
deja vu from last year’s
heartbreaking loss never

David Kircus outruns the Valdosta secondary on way to one of his three championship game touchdowns.

game record 361 yards.
The Lakers 18-point
lead came with 12:28
seconds in the third quarter
after Anes completed a
wide receiver screen to
Kircus. Kircus turned the
screen into a 67-yard
scamper and outran the
Blazers defense to push the
score to 24-6.
The Blazers would not
roll over however, and
showed that the National
Championship did indeed
feature the two best teams
in the country.

Box Score

3
14

“No question about it,
you saw the best two teams
in the country today,”
Valdosta head coach Chris
Hatcher said.
“We left
everything we had out their
on the field.”
The Blazers began their

Final

Overall record

24
31

(14-1)
(14-0)

Scoring Summary:
1st 06:23 VSU - Will Rhody 26 yd field goal, 8-89 2:54, VSU 3 - GV 0
05:37 GV - Reggie Spearmon 9 yd run (Dave Hendrix kick), 2-58 0:46,
VSU 3 -GV 7
01:06 GV - David Kircus 54 yd pass from Curt Anes (Dave Hendrix
kick), 3-54 1:35,VSU3-GV 14
2nd 12:54 GV - Dave Hendrix 38 yd field goal, 5-23 2:01. VSU 3 - GV
17
00:34 VSU - Will Rhody 27 yd field goal, 4-2 2:00, VSU 6 - GV 17
3rd 12:28 GV - David Kircus 67 yd pass from Curt Anes (Dave Hendrix
kick), 4-69 1:37, VSU 6-GV 24
03:51 VSU - Aaron Jenkins 7 yd run (Will Rhody kick), 14-56 4:51,
VSU 13 - GV 24
4th 03:30 VSU - Will Rhody 43 yd field goal, 10-38 3:50, VSU 16 - GV
24
03:09 VSU - Tim Thompson 0 yd fumble recovery (C.J. Lofton pass), ,
VSU 24 - GV 24
01:04£V - David Kircus 10 yd pass from Curt Abcs (Dave Hendrix
Xicy,7-68X05, VSU 24-gv31 :.
:
'

comeback with a 14-play
drive, which ended in 7yard touchdown run from
running
back
Aaron
Jenkins.
A Blazers field goal
from 43 yards cut the
contest to eight with 3:30
left in the 4th quarter and
then, with the Lakers
pinned deep in their own
territory,
the
Blazers
recovered an Anes' fumble
in the end zone and scored
a 2-point conversion to tie
the game.
Even
though
the

crossed his mind.
“I thought everyone
handled the adversity of the
moment extremely well
and that's what you get
with
an
experienced
football team.
It’s the
character that takes you
through
those
tough
moments.
If you know
your team and you know
your kids, you don't worry
about those situations,”
Kelly said.
After Kircus scored the
go-ahead touchdown, the
Blazers still had about a

minute left on the clock
but the Lakers defense shut
down any thought ol
another Valdosta score
Defensive back Darren
Smith
picked
ofl
quarterback
Bustei
Faulkner to secure the
victory.
Anes, the inspirational
leader of the Laker*
offense, took a final knee tc
run out the clock.
“There were seven
seconds left when we got
the ball back. 1 was facing
the scoreboard and I saw
that.” Anes said. “I figured
it was meant to be.”
The number on Anes"
jersey is also seven.
Anes
made
a
remarkable return from a
career threatening knee
injury during last season*
playoffs and is thankful foi
his chance at bringing the
Lakers glory.
“Obviously I know
what it’s like to sit out a
National
Championship
game,
a
National
Championship game we
lost. But I don't think you
could write up a script any
better. It is an unbelievable
way to finish up my career
We
brought
home
everything we came down
here to do,” Anes said.
After the final seconds
ticked away, a swarm fan*
decked in blue and white
emptied the stands and
joined their championship
team on the field. Chant*
of the Lakers fight song
and the Lakers yearlong
slogan “finish what we
started.” echoed through
the Alabama sky.
“When we came in I
had tears in my eyes
literally,” Kelly said of the
support from Lakers fans
“Our kids got a chance tc
experience that kind ol
moment that you may
never get to experience
again.”

The teacher and the student

Sweet redemption: Anes wins Harlon Hill
AJ Smuder
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Last year. Grand Valley
quarterback Curt Anes
crutched onto the National
Championship
playing
field and watched as his
team took a heartbreaking
loss to the University of
North Dakota.
This year, Anes and the
Lakers returned to that
same playing field. Anes
with out any crutches, but
instead a trophy and a will
to win.
The trophy was the
Harlon Hill award, given to
the best football player in
Division II.
Anes
was
almost
overcome by emotions
when
his
name
was
announced as the winner.
He received a standing
ovation from the nearly
5(X) people in attendance at
the ceremony.
"This award is great,
but we arc here to win a
National Championship.
That’s the most important
thing.”
Anes kept his promise
with that statement and
lead the Lakers to glory the
following evening.
Anes was robbed of the
trophy last year when
Dusty Bonner, quaterback
from Valdosta State, won it
by eight points over Anes.
Anes was the first player in
the history of the award to
receive the most first place
votes and not win the
award. This year, Anes
walked away with the
award with the second
highest vote total in the
award's 17-year history.
Anes received 271 total
points and 63 first place
votes.
A
humble
Anes
accepted the award Friday
December 13, while in
Florence Alabama for the

National Championship.
When
Anes
was
honored with his award and
thanked Division II Hall of
Fame
Inductee
Andre
Reed.
Anes said he had vivid
memories of Reed when he
was a kid, but not from
watching
him
on
television,
but
rather
playing with the Buffalo
Bills on the video game,
"Super Tecmo Bowl."
"I was getting kind of
nervous up there, so I
thought
I
would say
something
that
would
break the ice somewhat,”
Anes said.
Anes
continued
to
thank all his family, friends
and
of
course
his
teammates
who
were
represented by the 20
seniors who stood in the
back of the banquet hall to
watch their leader accept
his award.
Anes was gracious of
the award, saying he
wouldn't have been upset if
he hadn't won it.
Anes also thanked head
coach Brian Kelly, saying
coach brought so many
weapons to the team and he
brought in players that
understood
the
game.
Kelly had nothing but
praise for Anes in return.
“Curt is special, very
special,” Kelly said. "As
coaches, we have a unique
opportunity to touch the
lives of many young
people. We’re all honored
at Grand Valley to share in
Curt’s success.”
Athletic Director Tim
Selgo only had good things
to say about Anes as well.
Selgo has seen Anes for the
past five years on and off
the football field.
"Not only did Anes
succeed on the field, but
also off of it. He is a model
student-athlete and I’m

GramI Valin/ Lanthom / Luke Wark

2002 Harlon Hill award winner Curt Anes addresses the crowd at the Florence Convention Center. The award annually goes to the
best player in Division II.

very proud in everything he
has accomplished in his
time at Grand Valley.”
Anes, in his final year
as a Laker, has helped carry
Grand
Valley
to
an
undefeated season and a
No. I ranking the entire
season.
Anes ranks fourth in
Division II history for
career touchdowns with

100 and total offense with
10, 692 yards. Anes is also
fifth in all-time career pass
efficiency. This season
Anes threw for 2.560 yards
with 33 touchdowns.
Anes' other awards of
the season include GLIAC
Player
of
the
Year.
GLIAC's Offensive Playet
of the Week four times and
GLIAC Player of the Week

three times.
He completed 195-297
passes for 2, 560 yards this
season
with
only
5
interceptions completing
65.6 percent of his passes.
At the end of the
National
Championship
game when the win was in
Grand
Valley's
hands,
number 7, Curt Anes took a
knee, with 7 seconds left to

win
the
Division
II
National Championship.
“Things happen for a
reason.
I dislocated my
knee for a reason, I didn't
play in last year’s national
championship for a reason,
we lost for a reason, and we
scored on the last play of
the drive in this game for a
reason. I think it was all
meant to be,” Anes said.

Curt Anes' career stats at Grand Valley
Att.-Comp.

Pet.

Int.

TD's

1,203-753

62.6

27

115

Yards

11,990

Kick Off
Sept. 7
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Coach Brian Kelly congratulates Anes after the announcement Kelly's no-huddle, high-powered
offense was one of the reasons behind Anes' amazing success at Grand Valley.

Anes amazing stats indicate that he is one of the most prolific passers ever in Division II. He was
such a well-known figure around the Grand Valley community that he was even showing up on
billboards near the Pew Campus.
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Grand Valley coaching staff

Head coach:
Brian Kelly
Career record at
GVSU (12 years) 104-34

Defensive
coordinator,
linebackers coach:
John Jancek
(4 years)

Defensive backs
coach:
Chuck Martin
(3 years)

Assistant head
coach, offensive
line coach,
recruiting
coordinator:
Jeff Quinn
(13 years)

Defensive line
coach:
Ron Burton
(1 year)

Defensive
Assistant: Cal Fox
(6 years)

LAKERS
GVSU
FOOTBALL
Always made sure
the opponent went down...

Wide receivers
coach: Greg Forest
(10 years)

Offensive Assistant
Jack Prince
(3 years)

2002 Division II All-America Team
OFFENSE
QB- Curt Anes, Grand Valley State

RB- Duron Crosn, Fort Valley
RB- Mike Miller Neb. Kearney
WR- David Kircus, Grand Valley State
WR- Nik Lewis, S. Arkansas
WR- Brian Potucek, Cen. Washington
OL- Seth Wand NW Missouri
OL- Chris Booker Delta State
OL- Dale Westrick, Grand Valley State
OL- Micah Norris, Northeastern State
OL- Forrest Vance, UC Davis
TE- Matt Huebner, St. Cloud State

Congratulations on a great season.

DEFENSE
DL- Troy Bowers, Clarion
DL- Aaron McConnell Pittsburg State
DL Michael Clay, Texas A&M-Kingsville
DL- Andrew Tippins, Minnesota State
DL- Tommy Edwards, Arkansas Tech
LB- Khalid Abdullah, Mars Hill
LB- Cabel Rohloff, Northern Colorado
LB- Todd McComb, Catawba
DB- Rico Cody, Fort Valley
DB- Drayton Florence, Tuskegee
DB- Pete Mendez, Kutztown
DB- Dontaye McCoy, Emporia State

SPECIAL TEAMS
K- Daniel Chappell, Pittsburg State
P- Michael Koenen West. Washington
Return Specialist- Kevin Curtin, Winona State

Campus View
|Apabtments & Townhomes

(616)895-6678

Murray: Playoffs were ‘breathtaking’
Mark Murray
President
Grand Valley State
University

Memories of the game:
The final drive....Anes to
Kircus....Kircus in the end
zone for the final time as a
Laker. Williams and Estes
with great hits throughout
the game. Spearmon and
Lesniak finding the holes.
The whole season has
been fun. The run through
the playoffs was
breathtaking. The
championship game was a
thrill.
Another strong memory

was the atmosphere at the
pre-game and post-game
festivities. The
community of Grand
Valley - students and
alumni in particular,
faculty and staff as well were spectacular
exemplars of this fine
university. There was a
great food tent on the hill,
and more than a beer or
two in evidence! There
were lots of chants,
shouts, laughs, costumes

and body paintings. The
atmosphere was always
upbeat and always
positive. It was a day of
great pride for the Laker
faithful and it showed in
everyone's face.
The band was
magnificent all season and
never more so than in
Florence. They deserve
our praise for their many
contributions to this
university.
Grand Valley is a better

university than many
people in Michigan know
This limited recognition is
even more true for the
nation as a whole. We are
thankful to these student
athletes for giving us
hours of coast to coast
coverage of Grand Valley
State University. ESPN
tells us that 1.2 million
people watched the game.
They saw a great game.
They learned about a great
university.

Thanks to Brian Kelly,
his coaching staff and our
students athletes for a
great success, and for
adding to the rich legacy
of our school. For
decades to come, when
friend of (hand Valley
gather, the team that
"finished what it started"
will be one of the stories
told and retold. You are
one of the reasons I and so
many others are proud to
be Lakers.

2002 Lakers will be hard to forget
Nate Thompson
Editor in chief
Grand Valiev Lanthorn

David Kircus will be
60-years-old and in his
rocking chair with his
grandson on his knee
telling him about winning
the National
Championship. Curt Anes
might play 15-years in the
NFL. but that Saturday
night in Alabama will be
his fondest memory. All
of the seniors might go on
to have successful careers
in whatever they do. but
there one shining moment
will always be held in
“sweet home" Alabama.
Coach Kelly might go on
to have 20 more
successful years, but that
first National
Championship will always
rank number one. No one
will ever forget this.
And who wouldn’t?
Who would forget a night
w hen thousands of loyal
supporters screamed their
lungs out watching you
complete your ultimate
goal —a goal you have

worked so hard for day
after day after day. A goal
finally realized when you
got the chance to hoist that
championship trophy up to
the heavens.
Who would forget all
the publicity that these
athletes received? Anes
and Kircus become more
than stars on a college
football team—they
became heroes to an entire
college community and all
those who followed Laker
football. Little kids
bought number 7 jerseys
and dreamed about
throwing a picture perfect
touchdow n strike —similar
to one that put a national
title trophy in the Grand
Valley trophy case. Who
wouldn’t want to be
heroes?
Even players that
weren’t well recognized
will cherish this. Those
players are the practice
players —those players
who busted their butt's

every day in practice and
only got to stand as a
spectator on the sidelines
or play limited minutes.
They will always

The Laker
fans wouldn't
have held back,
even if the game
was held in
Alaska.
------------------------------- ft
hold this
championship close to
their hearts as well. As
the saying goes, “would
you rather look ugly and
win or look pretty and

lose
I think a championship
ring w ill make up for all
the hours put in on the
practice field in the cold
and snow and all the
tackling drills and the

bruises that came with
them. They w ill never
forget it. Even if they
didn't play every down
they will never forget.
The Ians that were in
Alabama will never forget
this moment eithei What
a great time! From the
rugby bus madness to all
those girls m bikini tops,
to the "beer tree," to those
wild guys painted blue, the
I .akcr Ians wouldn't have
held back, even it the
game was held in Alaska
(hey, we are used to the
snow already!)
What a tin ill it w as to
run out on the Iield and
scream up in the Alabama
night. And just think. We
were 2‘> seconds away
from doing the same thing
last year. too. Just the
chance to burn away those
bad memories from last
year hail to be enough ol a
reward for all the fans, and
definitely the players.
It doesn't seem like

(hand Valles is a Di\ ision
II school. The way the
fans supported this team
all year, we must have
thought the Lakers were at
the Division I level. From
the 12.(H>()+ fans at the l K
I)a\ is game, to the
chanting ol “we finished
what we started" at the 50
yard line in Florence, the
Ians had their thrills
multiplied In a thousand
wniching the I .akers in
H)02
So. to all the I akcr
players: Never forget this
To the fans: Never forget
this. A championship is a
special thing
it doesn't
alwa\s happen all the
time. I he Boston Red
Sox and Chicago Cubs cai
tell you first hand that a
championship is a rare
occurrence and they don’t
come along every year.
Then again, another
w ild championship night
in Florence doesn't sound
too bad next year.

Florence offers southern hospitality
Pat Garrett
Sports Columnist
Grand Valley luinthorn

Wow. What a
weekend that was.
Though it is now January
3, December 14 still lives
with us like it was
yesterday. You have your
version of the weekend, I
have my version of the
weekend.
Every one of us who
was there has their own
stories to tell. But I'm
sure that all the stories
revolve around it being on
of the best weekends they
have ever had. If you
weren't there, there is no
real way to describe it and
give it an adequate
description. It was
unreal!!!
The people of North
Alabama put on a show
that was so perfect, that it
made you feel like you
were at the Dl
championship or the Super
Bowl. They take it
seriously down there and
they know what they're
doing. And what they arc
doing is making all of us
feel like gods.
I didn't get to town
until Saturday morning,
but in the few hours

before the game (spent a
couple sleeping in the
Waffle House parking lot),
it was easy to see that this
place was special.
Through stories from
others, it felt like, if you
were in town for the game,
you were treated like
royalty. The team got into
town the Wednesday
before the game, along
with all the administration
involved.
Supposedly, there was
so much food being
thrown at them “on the
house,” there was never an
opportunity to stop eating.
Any time they went
anywhere, the police
escort was out in front
making sure no trouble lay
ahead.
There were crazy
people everywhere. There
were “adult beverages" in
the hands of almost
anyone who had hands.
Many may not have been
of age either, it was
obvious. On the other side,
there were tons of cops
everywhere. What to do?
How in the world does a
city keep tabs on a

drunken mob of crazy fans
that have started the post
game celebrations before
the game has even started?
Let them do their thing.
Just go man, just

ii-----------------------------

I think we
all knew going
into this game
that it was going
to be special.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ft
go. They were
prepared, they’ve done it
for 17 years now. They
knew the best thing to do
was let the uncontrollable
substance (student body)
follow its course. The
police just lent a guiding
hand on the perimeter of
the craziness and said
"just put it in a cup."
I asked an officer it
they were prepared for
this, “Oh sure, we’re here
to show you a good time,"
he said. "All we ask is that
you stay away from the
goal posts." I figured that

was a pretty reasonable
request considering how
good they were to us (and
maybe the scary big nasty
barking dogs with muzzles
guarding the posts). "In
17 years we’ve never lost
a goal post." They were
killing us with kindness.
The atmosphere down
there was incredible.
Thanks in part to the
two top teams in the
country facing off against
each other, proven through
the playoffs (down with
the B( S!!). combine that
with the unique stadium,
the endorsements from
Florence and North
Alabama, and those people
running around with
cameras that read ESPN
on the side, you'll get an
emotion so high you'd
think you've come across
a different dimension.
A friend from back
home said to me, "that
was a really exciting
game, seriously,
I haven't watched
many games all the way
through this year because
they were boring. This
was the only game I

watched from start to end.
It was incredible"
From an athlete at
MSU; "It was so cool to
see someone from
Michigan win it. that garni
could have been a Dl
game. Watching that
game you couldn't tell ym
were watching Dll guys.
Those guys could scrap!”
But I think we all
knew going into this game
that it was going to be
special. I think we all
knew that some magic wa>
going to happen down in
the little po dunk town of
Florence.
We had a tough finals
week, but we all knew
what was gonna happen at
the end of the week. The
road trip.
That might be why the
I ANS are a major part ol
this team’s successes....
PS. First play of the
final touchdown drive was
a quick button hook to
Kircus. I said to Nate
(editor in-ehief). "Same
play, throw a pump, go
long." I le said "no way." I
should've put money on
it!

20 and strong: Laker seniors key to success
Adrienne Lijbeck
Grand Valley Lantlwrn
“We finished what we
started. We finished what
we started. We finished
what we started.
We
finished what we started.”
Those were the words
(iYST's football team and
fans chanted as they
celebrated on the field of
Braly Municipal Stadium
after a 31-24 victory over
Valdosta State in the
Division
II
National
Championship game.
“Finish
what
we
started” has been the 2002
Laker Football Team’s
motto all season long.
The 20 seniors on the
team wanted to make sure
they captured the National
Championship that slipped
away last year. However,
what they started goes back
further than last season.
More than half of this
year’s senior class has been
together since their true
freshman year. This group
of guys has had many
experiences over the years
and not all of them have
been as sweet at their latest
victory.
Eleven
players
redshirted in 1998, gaining
experience from a team
that went 9-2 in the
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Louis Dauser (63) and David Kircus (80) were two of the 20 Laker seniors who got a chance to cherish a National Championship.

regular
season
before
losing in the first round of
the playoffs.
The following season
the Lakers started off the
year 0-3 and finished 5-5
overall. In 2000, GVSU
also started 0-3, but won
their last six games to
finish 7-4 overall.
“We
went
through
many trials and tribulations
in our first couple of
seasons,” said defensive
tackle Shad Risk, who is a
four-year letterwinner for

the Lakers.
“It wasn’t
always easy, but those first
two seasons helped us get
to where we are today.”
Last year the Lakers
gained national respect by
blowing teams out during
the
season,
breaking
numerous school, GLIAC,
and NCAA records, and
getting to the National
Championship game.
The combination of
quarterback Curt Anes and
wide receiver David Kircus
became one of the most

familiar duos
in
the
country. The dominance of
the
defense
and
the
strength of the offensive
line led GVSU throughout
the season.
Flowever, the talent and
skill of the Lakers was not
the only thing that led them
to their accomplishments.
The character and heart
they developed as a team
from those first two
seasons played a large role
in their success.
“We were 5-5 our first

year, then 7-4, then last
year getting here and
falling short,” said Kircus.
“It means everything to us
to win this championship.
It’s
an
unbelievable
feeling.”
One
analogy
head
coach Brian Kelly has used
to illustrate what this team
has battled through to
achieve its goals is that the
team
has
climbed
a
mountain.
They started off at the
bottom and had to work

their way to the top to
accomplish their ultimate
goal of wining a National
Championship.
"We’ve
experienced
both the high and low
times, so winning feels like
a
sense
of
acconi pi i sh men t,’’
sa i d
senior offensive lineman
Louie Dauser. “We knew
how to react this year, it
was now or never, and we
had to work that much
harder to get to the top of
the mountain.”
“This is just great, to
come back after losing last
year,” said senior defensive
end Dan Vaughn. “To set a
goal way back and then
reach it. it's unreal. We are
national champs.”
These 20 seniors will
leave Grand Valley as part
of the greatest football
team in Laker history.
But maybe even more
importantly, they should be
remembered as a group of
athletes who stood at the
bottom of a mountain five
years ago.
Seeing it as a challenge,
they worked hard each
year, progressing until they
reached the top.
Finally, they achieved
their ultimate dream of
winning
a
national
championship.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GVSU
LAKER FOOTBALL PROGRAM ON AN
OUTSTANDING SEASON
The place to get all
of vour GVSU needs.

The 12th man: Fans become the Laker backbone
Pat Garrett
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Whether
it
was
Valdosta’s fans chanting
“Get off the field!” during
our player introductions, or
the cheerleader that ran out
on the field from Valdosta
and was taunting our boys
before kickoff, it wasn't
going to stop the sheer
madness that traveled over
700 miles to get to
Florence. I’m not talking
about the players. This one
goes out to our fans.
In Allendale, there were
some good tailgate parties
this year.
Surely, there
were events that happened
amongst friends that will
go down as all-time
favorites. But those stories
belong to just those few
involved.
In Florence, there was a
tailgate party that started at
dawn outside the stadium
and involved everyone that
came across it. Our fans
were geeked up. The free
food, or the free T-shirts, or
the chance to get out of the
car and finally stretch the
legs only added to the
atmosphere
of
determination.
“After twelve hours in a
vehicle, you sure get to
know who you’re riding
with. It’s a real way to

bond with someone,” said
one excited fan, eager to
get to the tailgating.
As the players rolled up
in the team busses, if one
didn’t know any better, one
would think that a riot was
going to ensue. As players
left the busses, went
through the crowd, and
through the gate of the
stadium, each player had
the most exasperated look
of bewilderment on their
faces. Good thing it wasn't
that far of a walk for the
players. Any further and it
would have destroyed the
players' concentration, all
because of the loyalty of
our great fans.
One
of the
most
impressive sights was our
section of the stadium
almost filled to capacity.
From goal line to goal line,
top to bottom, it was
packed. When one stepped
back and looked at it, for
example, from Valdosta’s
side,
it
was
quite
intimidating to see. Their
fans
had
to
travel
somewhere around 450
miles to get there.
We
came well over 700 miles
and we almost doubled
them. It was the second
largest crowd ever not
involving the home school.
It’s amazing when you
think about it. Well over
half belonged to GVSU.

Grand Valley Lanthorn / Luke Wark

Two Laker fans show their true colors with Louie. The
craziness in Alabama capped a season full of sky high support
for the Lakers.

The game turned out to
be one of the most exciting
games ever witnessed
resulting from the sinking
feeling of IT happening
again. One of the biggest

reasons behind the mood
was due to everyone sitting
in that visitor section
behind
the
Lakers.
Everyone was involved,
young or old, they were

getting crazy and going
berserk.
“1 couldn’t believe the
crowd
support
and
excitement.
Every little
tackle and carry was
enough to yell and want to
hug the person next to you,
because you felt like you
were a part of it, when
really, you were a part of
it,” said senior Stacey Bray.
An
administration
person from Florence was
caught watching the crowd
during the game, he said.
“Man, you guys are crazy.
I could watch the stands the
whole time instead of the
game!"
"We are not leaving this
motel until we finish
curling our hair. ESPN is
going to be there and we
might be on TV,'' said a fan
who was disagreeing with
friends as to when they
were going to the pre party.
On top of the dawdled
up fans, the numbers alone
that came down were
amazing. There were more
fans at this game than there
are for a home game!
What else was everyone
going to do? It worked out
to be a cheap weekend, and
no finals to worry about. It
was your duty as a Laker to
go to this game and go
crazy, hoping you were
wild enough to get on
national television.

They say, “one game at
a time, don’t look past your
next opponent.” That’s the
player’s job.
As fans,
we’ve been planning this
weekend all year. It was an
added bonus that finals
were over.
People were
going to this game one way
or another.
“Last year we drove to
Alabama, watched the
game, and came straight
back home to study for
exams. This year was so
relaxing because exams
were over. It was so nice to
stay
in
Alabama
on
Saturday night and take our
time getting home on
Sunday,” said junior Angie
Engel
Chants
of “Who’s
house? Blue's house!”
Filled the stadium earlier in
the game. Every time we
had a play for positive
yards or we stopped the
ball for negative yards, it
only made our section
stronger.
We formed a
single living organism that
fed off the other team’s
mistakes. As the game
progressed, we became
stronger. So when things
started to go awry for the
Lakers, the fans took over.
Disaster struck our
offense.
then
VSU
converted.

PLEASE SEE FANS, 9

Congratulations Lakers
Applying for Financial Aid is easy!

FAF
2003-2004

www. fafsa. ed. gov
For help with filing,
call the GVSU Financial Aid Office at (616) 331-3234
GVSU s priority application date is February 15
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On the road to the championship
The beginning of the 31st
year of Grand Valley State
football could not have
been any more exciting.
All across campus and
even across the West
Michigan area, there was a
buzz in the air.
The Lakers had spoiled
its fans during a breakout
2001 season, in which
louchdowns came at a
feverish pace, and the
combination of Anes and
Kircus became more wellknown than Bush and
Cheaney.
It
can
be
easily
understood
then,
the
tremendous heartbreak the
fans, coaches and players
must have felt after North
Dakota scored with 29
seconds left to tear apart

the Lakers championship
dreams in 2001.
So close, yet so far away.
The 2002 season could
not get started fast enough,
and the only thing that was
on people’s minds was, “is
Curt's knee healthy?” Anes
had severely injured his
knee last year.
Months and months of
wrenching rehab had left
the Lakers quarterback
nearly at 1 (X) percent. A
spring
practice thumb
injury set Anes back even
more, but by the first snap
against UC Davis, the fans
never knew that he had
missed any time at all.
So many fans were
interested in seeing the
Lakers next championship
run that a massive crowd of

12,361
fans
jammed
Lubbers
Stadium
and
witnessed a nail-biting
game against UC Davis, in
which the Lakers won, 2417. The Lakers were far
from dominant in their first
contest-- maybe they were
rusty, but the talent,
leadership
and
commitment was definitely
there.
Just as in 2001, the
Lakers
had
a
game
cancelled. Matt Sklom, a
Ferris St. freshman was
struck in the chest during
practice and died.
The
blow caused Sklom's heart
to skip a beat.
The Lakers regrouped
following their unexpected
off-week and buttered and
bruised
Wayne
State,

Hillsdale, Michigan Tech
and Northern Michigan,
which set up a battle for
first place with division
rival Saginaw Valley.
Although the game was
in Saginaw, the Lakers
defense set the tone for the
game
and
harassed
Cardinals quarterback Matt
LeFluer all game long.
The Lakers stood in 1st
place all alone after their
23-18 victory.
The Lakers then ran past
North wood, Mercyhurst
and Indianapolis to push
their record to 9-0. Their
final home game with
surprising Findlay would
decide
the
GLIAC
champion.
The Lakers
dominated the contest and
prevailed 62-13. It was the

2nd
consecutive
conference crown for the
Lakers.
The Lakers then set their
sights on the playoffs.
C.W. Post lived and died
with all-everything running
back lan Smart.
The
Lakers defense along with
Kircus and Anes showed
the Long Island school that
they were no match. GVSU
dominated the Pioneers,
62-13.
A trash-talking IUP team
faced the same result, a 6221 blow-out at the hands of
the Lakers.
Finally, the Bears of
Northern Colorado could
not hold back another trip
to “sweet home” Alabama,
as well as the fans tearing
down the goal posts once

again. The Lakers were
‘Bama bound, with a 44-7
victory.
And then there was one.
The Lakers championship
dreams were one win away.
The only team that stood in
their way was Valdosta
State, a school from
southern Georgia.
The fan support was
amazing
and
they
witnessed a very exciting
championship game.
The Lakers blew a 18point lead, but a last minute
touchdown drive involving
Anes and Kircus proved to
be just what the Lakers
needed for their Ist-ever
National Championship.
What a year!
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Lakers beat UC Davis in opener 24-17
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Grand Valley State
University’s No. I ranked
football team opened the
season with a hard fought
24-17 win over number
two UC Davis Saturday
night. To the record 12,361
fans that packed into
Lubbers
Stadium,
the
victory
was
not
unexpected, only the way
in which the Lakers pulled
it out.
The Laker offense that
set a Division II record last
year for points per game
(58.4) and returned nine
starters, never quite got on
track.
Instead, defense and
great kick coverage put the
pressure on Davis all night
long.
The Laker defense,
which
returns
seven
starters of its own, forced
six Aggie turnovers, the
last
a
game-saving
interception in the end
/one by Laker strong
safety Scott Mackey.
After a scoreless first
quarter, the Lakers went up
7-0
on
a
26-yard
touchdown pass from Curt
Anes to David Kircus at the
10:57 mark. The scoring
drive was set up by
sophomore free safety Joe
Ballard's interception, the
first of three Laker picks.
On the ensuing kickoff,
the
Aggie's
Glenn
Adriatico went out of
bounds at his own six-yard
line. The Laker defense
again came up big holding
the Aggies to two yards on
three plays.

FANS

continued from page 8
In that brief time, so
many thoughts went
through everyone’s head.
Did we panic? No. Did we
regroup? Heck ya we did!
After a brief moment
of being able to hear a pin
drop, the fans started a

The score came with at the four-yard line.
Grand Valley took the Grand Valley.
Grand Valley punched
8:56 to play in the third
The Laker defense
ball over at the 50-yard line
the ball into the end zone
quarter.
after the Davis punt and came out like gangbusters
The following kickoff, two plays later on another
in the second half. They
drove 36 yards before the
Anes to Kircus touchdown
the Laker’s kick coverage
forced two fumbles, one
drive stalled. Dave Hendrix
pass, this one from seven
team again pinned the
returned 60 yards for a
then kicked a 31-yard field
Aggies inside the 20-yard yards out, taking the score
goal to put the Lakers up touchdown by Ballard.
from 10-8 to 24-8 in a span
line at their own 10. The
“I was pursuing the ball
10-0.
following
play
Laker of 57 seconds.
UC Davis got on the and it fell right into my
Thanks to the defensive
linebacker Melvin Estes
board twice late in the arms, then it was off to the
effort, the 24 points would
recovered a Davis fumble
races,” Ballard said.
second quarter. With the
be all Grand
Lakers
Valley
punting deep
needed. UC
in their own
Davis made a
territory, a
game of it in
bad
snap
the
fourth
caused Laker
quarter
punter Matt
starting with
Regnery to
a 13 play 89run the ball
yard
out of his
touchdown
own
end
drive capped
zone for an
off with a
Aggie safety
five-yard
with
3:06
touchdown
remaining in
run by O.J.
the half.
Swanigan
On
the
with 8:02 left
subsequent
in the game.
Laker
UC Davis
kickoff, UC
also added a
Davis drove
field
goal
down
the
later in the
field
and
fourth
scored with
quarter
to
26 seconds
make it 24left in the
17.
half on an
However,
eight-yard
with
the
touchdown
Laker
pass
offense
Kevin
struggling in
Freeman
the
second
from Kenny
half,
the
Kearns. The
game came
Aggie's twodown to one
point
play.
conversion
With UC
try failed, to
Davis facing
make
the
Cram! Valley Lanthorn / Luke Work
a
fourth
halftime
Lucius Hawkins dives at the UC Davis quarterback for a nice open field tackle. The Lakers
down on the
score 10-8 in
defense came up big in the opening game in 2002.
Laker
17favor
of

chant that was strong. It
was a simple reminder, but
needed.
A phrase that has been
carried all year, “finish
what we started,” was all
that was stated. It said
everything.
Watching every single
Laker fan pumping a fist
in tune with the chant was

enough to make anyone
ready to go.
As sappy as it sounds,
it was awe inspiring to
witness.
The players
needed it, they got it. The
fans hadn’t given up, the
players weren’t going to
either.
Pick your head up,
play like you’ve played all

year. That’s what our
chant said. And that’s
what they did.
We all know what
happened next. Cops tried
to hold us into the stands.
One was witnessed
pushing someone back
into the stands. Within 20
seconds he was seen
running back to the goal

post. He knew there was
no stopping the field rush,
all he could do now was
save the post.
As
those
seven
seconds rolled off the
clock, we were already out
on that field running.

We had nowhere to
run, but we knew it was
the right thing to do.

yard line with 25 seconds
left in the game, strong
safety
Scott
Mackey
intercepted
Aggie
quarterback
Ryan
Flanigan’s pass attempt to
All-American
receiver
Mike Oliva.
“I
initially messed up on the
play,” Mackey said. “Then
1 ran to the ball.” Mackey
also talked about the third
quarter fireworks the Laker
defense provided.
“Coach
didn’t
say
anything at halftime; we
just had to turn it up,” he
said.
Grand
Valley
quarterback Curt Anes had
224
yards
on
19-31
passing, in his first game
back since a season-ending
knee injury in the playoffs
last season. Anes also
suffered a broken thumb
during spring practices and
had only practiced five
times before Saturday's
game.
After the game. Grand
Valley coach Brian Kelley
talked about the offense’s
conservative numbers.
“We have to be careful
with no. 7 (Anes) on the
field.” Kelly said. “If we
can beat a number two or
number six team playing
conservative, that’s okay in
my book.”
Despite the Laker’s
strong defensive showing.
Ballard and Mackey both
think there are better
efforts coming.
“We can definitely play
better." Ballard said.
Maekey said the Lakers
are going to snowball it
(the game),
into better
efforts this season.

Within seconds we were
so jammed up in the
middle of the field it was
worse than being at
Ragg’s on a Thursday
night.
The football team
earned their place in
history. Now as fans, we
earned our place on that
field to celebrate.
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Lakers offense knocks out Warriors 49-14 ▼

Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Grand Valley State
University
opened
GLIAC
conference
play Saturday with a
message: The offense
is fine. Wayne State
learned that first hand,
absorbing a 49-14
shellacking.
After a sluggish
start to the season, the
Laker offense has laid
to rest any whispers it
may have heard about
its conservative look in
a season-opening win
over UC Davis.
Saturday it was
business as usual for
the reigning GLIAC
champs as the Lakers
racked up 594 yards of
total offense. Curt
Anes passed for 336
Grand Valley Lanthorn / Luke
yards
and
five Brent Lesniak shoots through an opening of the Wayne State defensive line. The Lakers offensive line proved to be one of the team's strong
touchdowns, including points in 2002.
three to wide receiver
David Kircus who had
those scores was a 34-yard
the ground, while the Laker 7-0 lead. Grand Valley consistent as they added 14
four receptions for 86 defense held Wayne State
points in both the second
touchdown
pass
from
would add to its lead six
yards.
Wayne State quarterback
to seven yards on the and a half minutes later and third quarters on two
The Laker running ground.
Randy
Hutchinson
to
when Anes hooked up with
more Kircus touchdown
game also came through
Marqus Anthony with time
receptions, a Brent Lesniak
Grand Valley opened Terrence Banks for a 24with Reggie Spearmon
the scoring in the first
yard touchdown pass to up
13-yard scoring scamper running down in the first
rushing for 97 yards, while
half. Dan Gray’s nine-yard
quarter with a 16-yard
and a nine-yard touchdown
the Laker advantage to 14Brent Lesniak totaled 70
Anes to Kircus touchdown 0.
scoring strike to Michael
reception by tight end Mike
yards. As a team. Grand
Griffie at the 14:06 mark of
connection at the 8:58
Holloway.
The
Grand
Valley
Valley ate up 207 yards on
the fourth quarter rounded
mark to give the Lakers a offense would prove to be
Sandwiched in between

out the scoring for
Wayne State, while the
Lakers finished up
with Phil Condon’s
12-yard
scoring
reception from backup
quarterback
Todd
Wojciechowski.
The Laker defense
came up big against
the rush, allowing onlyfc
seven yards on twentythree carries.
The pass defense
was not as solid giving
up 303 yards through
the
air.
However.
Laker defensive back.
Melvin Estes snagged
an interception, and
the
damage
was
minimal.
With the win.
Grand Valley adds to
its win streak of
regular season games,
bringing the total to 18
Wark straight. The Lakers
also received all 27
first-place votes in the
AFCA poll to remain
number one in the nation.
When Grand Valley
State’s next opponent,
Hillsdale, is trying to
devise a defensive game
plan to stop the explosive
Laker
offense,
the
coaching staff may want to
discard any footage they
have of Saturday’s game.

Congratulations

Congratulations

GVSU

GVSU Football

Laker Football
on a Great Season!
from your fans at:

Design
Design Plus = Architects + Landscape Architects + Mechanical
Engineers + Electrical Engineers + Interior Designers
201 Ionia Avenue SW Grand Rapids Michigan 49503-4136
p: 616 458 0875

f: 616 458 2806

www.design-plus.com

For handing off
a great season.

We are proud of you.
University Townhouses
895-4001

•V

4

/ •

, J r*

S ♦♦VST*

Florence Fanatics

Grand Valley Lanthorn
Photos by Luke Wark

3

What a
night...

Top left: David Kircus crosses the goal line as the
referee signals "touchdown."
Top right: A group of Lakers, including Kircus, hoist
the National Championship trophy for the Laker fans
to see.
Above: Curt Anes talks about his final game as a
Laker in the post-game news conference.
Left middle: Fans celebrate a Lakers touchdown.
Left: Spirit was sky high throughout the
championship game.

...to be
Grand Valley Lanthorn I l.uke W<ark

amp ions!
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Kircus, Lakers shock the Chargers
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Grand Valley State
defeated Hillsdale 44-19
Saturday night before a
packed out crowd of
10,031
at
Lubbers
Stadium.
However, the score did
not reflect the kind of game
it was.
What started out as a
probable laugher by the
end of the first quarter
turned
into a tightly
contested game throughout
the second and third
stan/as.
The Lakers came out
on fire in the first quarter,
piling up 201 yards on
offense and scoring 14
points.
Grand Valley took the
opening kickoff down the
field and scored on David
Kircus’s
10-yard
touchdown reception to cap
off a twelve-play 85-yard
drive.
After forcing Hillsdale
to
punt
the
Lakers
showcased their explosive
offense with a six-play. 82
yard drive including a 31
yard
run
by
Reggie
Spearmon and completed
with
another
Anes
touchdown pass, this time a
23 yard strike to Terrence
Banks.

The Laker defense
again forced the Chargers
to punt.
Grand Valley drove
right down the field again,
helped by back to back 29
yard receptions by Kircus
and Banks.
The drive was finished
off with another Anes to
Banks connection, this
time for 15 yards, and put
the Lakers up 21-0.
Grand Valley appeared
to be off and running, but
the Chargers decided to trip
up the Lakers just enough
to make a game of it in the
second half.
The Hillsdale offense
that could not move the
ball in the first quarter took
control in the second.
“Hillsdale did a great
job of changing schemes,”
Laker coach Brian Kelly
said.
The Chargers outscored
Grand Valley 10-0 in the
second quarter thanks to
Kevin Clive’s two-yard
scoring run and a 40-yard
Matt Menchinger field
goal.
The third quarter began
to look like a carbon copy
of the second quarter, w hen
Hillsdale
scored
a
touchdown on a three-yard
run by Clive, on their first
possession of the half. The
extra point attempt failed,

to
keep
the
Laker
advantage at 21-16 with
9:58 to go in the third
quarter.
Things seemed to be
going Hillsdale’s way as

they forced the Lakers to
punt on their subsequent
possession and prepared to
get the ball back with a
chance to take the lead.
However, Grand Valley

Grand Valley l anthem

Will Hermit

Lakers safety Dustin Cole rocks a Hillsdale back with a
thunderous hit. The Lakers secondary were known for their
bone-jarring hits.

October

5,

44-19

special teams came up big
when
Melvin
Estes
recovered the punt when
the Chargers fumbled it at
their own 22-yard line.
Three plays later the
Lakers cashed in on a 10
yard Kircus touchdown
reception.
Anes rushed in the two
point conversion to make
the score 29-16.
The Laker special
teams were not through
yet, as Sidney Lewis
blocked a Charger field
goal attempt on their next
possession.
The blocked kick was
returned to the Hillsdale
35-yard line. The Lakers
would
waste
the
opportunity by turning it
over on downs.
The Laker defense
took its turn in providing
scoring
chances when
cornerback Darren Smith
intercepted a Bill Skelton
pass and returned it to the
Chargers 33-yard line.
Four
plays later
Spearmon scored on a 13yard touchdown run.
Banks caught the twopoint conversion to extend
the Laker lead to 37-16.
effectively putting the
game away.
There was one big play
left on the night.
Anes fifth touchdown

pass of the night, a 17-yard
strike to Kircus, gave
Kircus
49
career
touchdown
receptions,
enough to tie the Division
II record.
Menchinger added a
34-yard field goal for
Hillsdale with 35 seconds
remaining in the game to
bring the final score to 4419.
Anes passed for 243
yards and 5 touchdowns.
Banks was on the receiving
end 10 times for 107 yards
and two touchdowns, while
Spearmon led the Lakers
with 165 yards on 27
carries, he also added a
touchdown.
“With Kircus double
covered it opened a lot ol
opportunities for me."
Banks said.
Laker coach Brian
Kelly said the team was
looking forward to a strong
effort from Hillsdale.
“We know we re going
to get everyone’s best shot.
Turnovers made the big
difference,” he said.
Hillsdale quarterback
Bill Skelton agreed, “too
many mistakes is what it
came down to.”
Hopefully the Lakers
will not need to rely on
Michigan Tech to make
mistakes
next
week
Saturday.

2002

Lakers tear apart Huskies at
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
The Grand Valley State
University football team
improved its streak of
GLIAC victories to 19
Saturday as the Lakers
romped to a 56-14 win
over Michigan Tech.
The Lakers dominated
offensively
and
defensively by totaling 626
yards of total offense and
holding Tech standout
running back Joe Johnson
to 56 yards on the ground,
far below his season
average.
It was the first time this
season Johnson failed to
gain at least 1 (K) yards.
Add to the 56-14
triumph David Kircus’s
record-setting 50th career
touchdown catch to now
lead Division II receivers
all time in that category,
and the trip north proved to
be quite a success for the
Lakers, who improved
their record to 4-0 (3-0
GLIAC).
The Laker defense set
the tone in the first quarter
when cornerback Sidney
Lewis picked off Michigan
Tech quarterback Dan
Mettlach’s
pass
and
returned it to the Tech 37
yard
line.
Reggie
Spearmon’s
five-yard
scoring run turned the
Tech turnover into a 7-0
Laker lead.
Grand Valley added to
their lead in the second
quarter on Kircus’s record-

setting
three-yard
touchdown catch from
Laker quarterback Curt
Anes.
Michigan
Tech
answered w ith a 51-yard
score in the second quarter
to make it a 14-7 Laker

lead.
Grand Valley upped
their advantage to 28-7 on
Spearmon's second score
of the game, a seven-yard
dash to the end /.one, and
tight end Phil Condon’s
11-yard scoring reception
from Anes.
Attempting to hang
around. Tech went 49
yards at the end of the first
half to make the halftime
score Grand Valley 28,
Michigan Tech 14.
The Lakers put the
game away in the third
quarter.
A 99-yard drive was
concluded by a 50-yard
scoring strike from Anes to
Terrence Banks to give the
Lakers a 35-14 advantage.
Grand Valley, showcasing
a dual running threat by
their offense, struck again
at the 4:28 mark of the
third quarter, on a 25-yard
scoring scamper by Laker
running
back
Brent
Lesniak.
Lesniak struck again
early in the fourth quarter
when he ran in a 42-yard
touchdown on a pass from
Anes. The Laker defense
ended the scoring when
Joe Ballard scored his
second touchdown of the
year
on
a
19-yard
interception returned for a

i

Grand Valley Lanthorn / l uke Wark

Reggie Spearmon patiently waits for his offensive line to open up some running room. Spearmon and Brent Lesniak gave the
Lakers a strong 1-2 running attack.

touchdown.
The Laker defense
picked off three Michigan
Tech passes.
Grand Valley coach
Brian
Kelly
sounded
impressed with his team’s
effort. "I thought we came
out ready to play,” Kelly

said.
Kelly was also happy
with the Laker defense,
“Our
defense
was
outstanding,” Kelly said,
“we held the second
leading rusher in the nation
to a season low 56 yards."
Grand
Valley

Anes
quarterback
completed 19 passes on 32
attempts for a total of 278
yards
and
four
touchdowns. Anes now has
14 touchdown passes in
the last three games.
The Laker defense was
led by linebacker Orlando

Williams' seven tackles.
Grand Valley has now
won
20
consecutive
regular season games.
They will look to make it
21 next week when the
Lakers will host Northern
Michigan
for
homecoming.
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Lakers tame Wildcats at Homecoming, 51-14
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
It seems that rain and
cold temperatures are the
ideal conditions for Grand
Valley State's football
team. The Lakers looked
great in their 51-14 triumph
over Northern Michigan
Saturday
night
before
9.560 soaked fans.
The Lakers improved
their record to 5-0 (4-0)
while dropping Northern
Michigan to 4-2 (4-1).
The game was over
before it started. After the
Lakers went 3 and out on
their first possession, they
manufactured a 98-yard,
12-play drive on their
second, capped off by
Reggie
Spearmon’s
touchdown run from two
yards out.
Spearmon, who had
three touchdowns on the
evening, finished with 80
yards on 15 carries. He left
the game with a turf toe
injury in the third quarter.
The drive was the

Laker’s second longest of
the season, only surpassed
by last weeks 99-yard drive
against Michigan Tech.
With the wet weather

the football was skipping
off hands all night, but the
Laker defense held on for
two interceptions, both by
Grand Valley linebacker
Lucius Hawkins.
Hawkins returned his
first interception of the
night 57 yards for the
Lakers second touchdown
to increase their lead to 140 with 3:35 left in the first
quarter and Grand Valley
was off and running.
Grand Valley’s pass
defense was superb in
allowing only 185 passing
yards on 16-42 passing by
Northern Michigan’s Kyle
Swenor. The Lakers also
sacked Swenor four times.
Northern came into the
game having only given up
six sacks all year.
Laker coach
Brian
Kelly
said.
“Northern
Michigan has a good
diverse scheme, we took

Grand Valley Lanthorn / Will Hurrah

Laker fans were treated to a number of blowouts in 2002-especially against GLIAC opponents

Grand Valley Lantlwrn / Will llarrali

I David Hendrix boots a field goal. The Lakers special teams were also a key factor in the team's
success.
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away their ability to throw
the ball.”
Since the Lakers had
Northern on their back
from the get go they must
have decided to make the
most of it.
One of Northern’s best
pass plays came in the third
quarter when the Lakers
tipped a Swenor pass at the
line of scrimmage and it
wobbled into a Northern
receivers hands as he lay
on his back.
The Laker rush defense
was equal to the task as
they held Northern to 101
yards on 36 carries and
forced a fumble recovered
by safety Joe Ballard.
The weather was not
an excuse for offensive
deficiency because Grand
Valley racked up 454 yards
of total offense. Laker
quarterback Curt Anes
went 14-25 for 196 yards
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plays of the day came from
Laker freshman running
back Brandon Langston.
Langston had runs of
54 and 71 yards, the latter
of which went for a
touchdown.
Kelly remarked that it
was “nice to get him in
there”, and that “he looked
pretty good.”
Next week the Lakers
will play fourth ranked and
undefeated Saginaw Valley
State.
After the game Kelly
spoke about the upcoming
battle. “It’s two undefeated
teams; its not going to
make or break a season, but
the winner is going to be in
the driver’s seat for the
conference championship,”
Kelly continued that the
Lakers “arc not going to do
anything different”, in
preparing for Saginaw
Valley State.

and three
touchdowns
before being lifted at the
7:00 mark of the third
quarter.
David Kircus hauled in
five passes for 75 yards
including two touchdowns.
Kircus improved his career
touchdown reception mark
to 52, passing Jerry Rice
and Troy Edwards to stand
alone as the all time leader
in that category in Division
II and IAA.
“He’s one of those
guys, who especially in the
red zone, is going to make
plays", said Kelly, who
increased his record at
Grand Valley to 95-34-2.
Terrence Banks also
had five receptions for 75
yards.
The Grand Valley fans
that toughed out the
weather caught a glimpse
of the future in the second
half as the best offensive
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Defense steps up at Saginaw, 23-18
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
The top ranked Laker
football
team
cleared
another hurdle in their race
to perfection Saturday,
when they toppled #3
Saginaw Valley State from
the ranks of the unbeaten.
The much hyped game,
pitting #1 versus #3 was as
thrilling as the Lakers
victory over then #2 UC
Davis at the start of the
season.
The victory gave Grand
Valley
twenty-two
consecutive regular season
victories, tying the school
mark.
The Laker defense also
got into the record book by
tallying ten sacks.
Much like the UC
Davis game, the Laker
defense was the story of
the day.
The Laker defense
continued their habit of
coming up big in the
important games recording
22 tackles for a loss,
including 10 sacks for -52
yards.
"Offense wins games,
but
defense
wins
championships,"
Laker
head coach Brian Kelly
said.
Laker quarterback Curt
Anes sang the defense's
praises after the game
saying, "our defense was
great as they have been all

season." Anes was not bad
himself, completing 20 of
33 passes for 245 yards and
2 touchdowns. Anes did
throw 2 interceptions,
"We can't make those
mistakes," he said when
asked about his miscues.
Grand Valley never
trailed in the game. After
receiving
the opening
kickoff,
the
Lakers
marched 67 yards on 7
plays to take a 7-0 lead on
Anes 20 yard pass to wide
receiver David Kircus, his
first of two
scoring
receptions on the day.
At the 13:59 mark in
the second quarter the
Lakers made it 14-0 when
Anes completed an 80-yard
11 play drive, by hooking
up with Kircus again, this
time from 7-yards out.
With both defenses
playing
well,
neither
offense would score the
rest of the half, securing
the Lakers 14-0 halftime
advantage.
With 6:04 remaining
in the third, the Lakers
added a 40-yard Dave
Hendrix
field goal, to
increase their lead to 17-0.
At this point Saginaw
Valley's offense woke up.
First they notched their
first points of the game on
the stout Laker defense in
the form of a 27-yard field
goal.
The Cardinals followed
that up. with a touchdown

brand valley Lantnorn / Luke wark

Terrance Banks and the rest of the Lakers were simply too talented for Saginaw Valley. The win boosted the Lakers into 1 st place
by themselves in the GLIAC.

on a 10-yard scoring pass
from quarterback Matt
LaFleur to Travis Alpine.
A bad snap on the extra
point try turned into a 2
point conversion when
Ruvell Martin picked up
the ball and ran it in for the
score to cut the Laker lead
to 17-11.
As they have been all
season.
Laker
special
teams made a big play

when Terrence Banks, who
caught 9 passes for 106
yards, ran back the ensuing
kickoff 49-yards.
The
Lakers
then
marched down the field
and scored on running back
Brent Lesniak's 8-yard
touchdown run.
After an unsuccessful 2
point conversion, the score
was 23-11. Lesniak had
123 yards on 26 carries for

the game.
The Laker defense
gave up their lone big play
of the day when LaFleur
hooked up with Martin for
six on fourth down from 25
yards out. The 2 point
conversion failed, making
the score 23-18.
However, the Cardinals
would not get the ball back,
as the Lakers successfully
ran out the clock, to

preserve
their
perfect
record.
The Laker defense held
Saginaw Valley to -22
yards rushing. Orlando
Williams had 3.5 sacks for
Grand
Valley
while
Keyonta Marshall totaled
2.5.
Northwood is next up
for the charging Lakers
when they host them this
Saturday at home.
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Northwood unable to stop Lakers, 33-14
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Grand Valley State
University's football team
added another game to its
record
regular
season
unbeaten streak Saturday
when it defeated the
Timberwolves
of
Northwood 33-14 in front
of
another
Lubbers
Stadium sellout crowd of
6.544.
The win brings the
Laker's regular season win
streak to a total of 23. The
attendance brought the
Laker's home attendance
to 38.496 for the season,
breaking
the
previous
GLIAC mark with two
home
games
still
remaining.
Laker wide out David
Kircus also became the alltime leading scorer in the
GLIAC on his first of two
touchdown receptions.
There was a game to
go along with all the
records, and Grand Valley
had to outlast a gritty
Northwood team.
On
their
first
possession of the game, the
Lakers showed some grit
themselves by overcoming
some apparent confusion
and converting twice on
the fourth down to keep the
drive alive.

The Lakers were
forced to call two
timeouts on the drive
to avoid delay of
game penalties, and
Reggie
Spearmon
picked
up
first
downs
on
two
different occasions
on
fourth
down
running plays.
Grand
Valley
finished off the drive
in familiar fashion,
on a 27-yard Anes to
Kircus hook up for a
7-0 lead.
Northwood
helped
out
the
Lakers
on
their
ensuing possession
by squandering great
field position after a
kick return to their
own 46-yard line.
The
Timberwolves
advanced the ball to
the Laker 39-yard
line before the drive
stalled. Northwood
kicker
Trey
Kecley
managed only a three-yard
punt, turning the ball over
to the Lakers on their own
36-yard line.
From there. Grand
Valley marched 64 yards in
11 plays, capping off the
drive on
a one-yard
touchdown run by Reggie
Spearmon, his first of two
on the night.

It appeared the Lakers
were ready to break the
game open at the start of
the second quarter when
they held Northwood to
three and out on their next
possession.
However, Northwood
retained possession when
Kircus
had
trouble
handling the punt and
Eddie Shankin fell on the

ball at the Laker 41-yard
line.
The Timberwolves
made the most of their
opportunity when Jason
Martin
scored
on
a
quarterback keeper from
one yard out to bring the
Timberwolves closer 14-7.
As they have all
season, the Laker defense
came up with a big play.

With
Northwood
driving to tie the score,
the Laker’s Melvin
Estes
recovered
a
Northwood fumble at
the Grand Valley 23yard line.
The
Lakers
quickly took advantage
with
Anes
hitting
Kircus for a 48-yard
gain on the next play
from scrimmage.
Grand Valley also
converted on the fourth
down for the third time
when Anes hit Brent
Lesniak on a swing
pass that picked up 16
yards
when
they
needed 13 for the first
down.
Anes hit Kircus on
a three-yard pass to
complete the drive and
make
the
Laker
advantage 21-7.
The Lakers added
to their lead when
Dave Hendrix hit a 27yard field goal as time
expired in the first half to
make the halftime score
Grand
Valley
24,
North wood 7.
The Lakers tried to get
the Timberwolves back in
the game by moving the
ball from the Laker 45yard line down to the Laker
12 on two pass interference
calls and one delay of
game penalty.

Northwood then scored
on a nine-yard scoring pass
from Martin to Yared
Yearby, who had 84 yards
receiving on the night. The
play made it 24-14, Lakers.
Northwood could not
get any closer though, as
the Laker's No. 5 ranked
rush defense held the
nation's No. 2 rushing
attack to 145 yards, 160
yards shy of their 305.4
yards per game average.
“Any time you do that,
you gotta feel good about
it.” Laker coach Brian
Kelly said after the game.
“We got a real good
defense that runs well.”
“Our offense played
well, but we could have
played
better,”
Laker
standout David Kircus
said, “they (Northwood)
played a heck of a game.”
Kircus also spoke
about his numerous records
he has broken this year.
“They mean a lot to me,
but I try to keep it in
perspective, I don't want to
be a prima donna or take
anything away from what
the team is doing.”
What the Lakers are
doing is winning, and
winning convincingly. The
Lakers will try to convince
Mercyhurst
they
arc
deserving of their No. I
ranking when they visit
them next week.
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MERCYHURST

Battle of the Lakers no contest, 62-24
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Grand Valley State
University
quarterback
Curt
Anes
threw
an
interception on the first
play of the game and the
route was on.
Mercyhurst
College
converted the turnover into
seven points to take an
early lead.
Unfortunately
for
Mercyhurst Lakers, Anes
did not have anymore gifts
to offer, or the score might
have been closer than the
62-24 drubbing the Lakers
hung on them.
Grand Valley improved
its record to 8-0 (7-0) on
the season and improved
their
regular
season
winning streak to 24
games.
The Lakers dropped
Mercyhurst to 2-7 (1-7) on
the season.
After the early score by
Mercyhurst on a two-yard
run by Marcus Patton, the
Lakers
responded
by
racking up 28 straight
points.
Reggie Spearmon had
touchdown runs of two and
twelve
yards, capping
drives of 65 and 59 yards
respectively, to put the

Lakers up 147.
Then, right
on
schedule,
the
Laker
special teams
came up with a
big play, as
they have been
all season.
Scott
Mackey
returned
Mercyhurst
punt 87 yards
for a score to
put the Lakers
up 21-7.
“I was just
fortunate
to
have so many
key
blocks
along the way,”
Mackey said.
Grand
Valley
then
went 60 yards
on three plays
with a familiar
ending to the
drive
when
Anes hooked
up with David
Kircus for a 32-yard score
to up the Laker advantage
to 28-7.
Mercyhurst tried to stay
in the game by marching
78 yards on 10 plays to cut
the deficit to 28-14, when

Phil Provenzano hauled in
a five-yard touchdown pass
from Jim Schuler, but that
would be as close as they
would get.
The Lakers drove 92
yards and went up 35-14 on

Terrence Banks’ 20-yard
scoring reception from
Anes.
Mercyhurst added a
field goal to end the half
and make the score 35-17.
Grand Valley outscored

Mercyhurst 21-0 in the
third quarter. Touchdown
runs by Spearmon and
Brent Lesniak, and Derek
Washington’s
15-yard
touchdown reception from
Laker backup quarterback.

COLLEGE

Wojiciechowski,
Todd
accounted for the scoring.
Laker
freshman
Brandon
Langston
continued
to
impress,
scoring on a 33-yard run in
the fourth.
Langston finished with
108 yards on 11 carries.
Mercyhurst’s
Rob
Keefe returned a Laker
punt 72 yards for a
touchdown in the fourth
quarter to cap off the
scoring.
Laker coach
Brian
Kelly talked about the
difficulties of keeping
focus in a game like
Saturday’s.
“It’s hard to play well
every week, especially
while playing in a game
like this.”
The Lakers piled up
595 total yards on the day,
including 303 rushing
yards. Spearmon led the
way with 136 rushing yards
on the day. Anes completed
18 Of 24 passes for 226
yards and two touchdowns.
The
Lakers
held
Mercyhurst to 326 yards of
total offense.
The
Lakers
will
continue play here in
Allendale on Nov. 9
against the University of
Indianapolis.

Congratulations
GVSU
Laker Football

on a
Great Season
Country Place
(616)895-6060

November 9, 2002

Lakers streak past Greyhounds, 50
Matt Cook
Grmul Vallci/ Lanlhorn

Grand Valley Lanthorn / Will Hurrah

A familiar sight at Lubbers Stadium: David Kircus in the end zone. Kircus holds the
NCAA all-divisions career record for most touchdown receptions with 76.

Grand
Valley
State
University may have played
their best game of the year so
far when they hammered
Indianapolis 50-13 Saturday
in front of a crowd of 6,064.
The victory was the
Lakers’ 25th regular season
win in as many tries, and
possibly
their
most
convincing of the season.
Laker quarterback Curt
Anes went over 300 yards
passing
for
the
day,
completing 23 of 35 passes
for 314 yards. Anes also had
three touchdown passes, all to
David Kircus.
"They
(Indianapolis
secondary) came out early and
challenged us to throw the
ball to David,” Laker coach
Brian Kelly said.
The Lakers jumped out to
a 10-0 lead after one quarter
of play on the strength of a
40-yard touchdown pass from
Anes to Kircus, and a 36-yard
field goal by Dave Hendrix.
Indianapolis responded in
the second quarter when they
scored on a 27-yard run by
Tolliver, to bring Indianapolis
within three at 10-7.
Grand Valley answered
right back on another Anes to

Kircus touchdown hook up.
this time from 29 yards out.
The extra-point try was
blocked, making it a 16-7
Laker advantage.
Indianapolis kicker Nick
Parker then showed off his leg
when he connected on a 54yard field goal to bring

a—-----------We just continue
to win, that's the
bottom line.
DAVID KIRCUS
Wide receiver

-------------------- o
Indianapolis within six
at 16-10.
However.
Indianapolis
could not keep up with the
Lakers any longer as Grand
Valley
had
too
many
weapons.
Laker
running
backs
Reggie Spearmon and Brent
Lesniak had scoring runs of
one and seven yards to give
the Lakers a 29-10 halftime
advantage.
It did not get any better for
Indianapolis in the second
half.
They scored their only
points of the second half on

another Parker field goal, this
time from 47 yards out to cut
the Laker advantage to 29-13.
From there the Lakers
scored 21 unanswered points
to close out the game.
Reggie Spearmon had a
36-yard scoring scamper in
the third quarter. Spearmon
had 120 yards on 25 carries.
Kireus also hauled in
another scoring pass from 10
yards out. Kircus had eight
grabs for 168 yards on the
day.
“We just continue to win.
that’s the bottom line.” Kircus
said.
The final scoring play ol
the day was made by the
defense.
Grand Valley's Marvis
Bryant
picked
off
Indianapolis' Matt Kohn’s
pass and ran it into the end
zone from 15 yards out to give
the Lakers their final margin
of victory.
The Laker defense held
Indianapolis to 167 yards on
the day while the Laker
offense piled up 508 total
yards. The Lakers sacked
Kohn
four
times
and
intercepted his passes three
times.
The victory improved the
Lakers to 9-0, with an 8-0
GLIAC record.

Congratulations to the
laker football team
on an outstanding season!
While the Campus Connector couldn’t help
Laker fans get to the big game in Alabama, we
are looking forward to providing service to the
home games in 2003.

November 16, 2002

Lakers clinch GLIAC crown, 63-19
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Latithorn
Grand Valley State
University sent a message
last Saturday.
A 63-19 victory against
the I9th-ranked Oilers of
Findlay let the rest of the
country know that a
playoff game against the
Lakers is not something to
look forward to.
With the conference
championship on the line,
in perhaps their most
important game so far this
year, the Lakers ended
Findlay’s hopes of an upset
before the end of the first
quarter.
Findlay
took
the
opening kickoff and looked
good moving the ball. The
Oilers managed four first
downs against the No. I
defense in the GLIAC
before the drive stalled and
they had to punt. Findlay
did get the ball back
quickly when Laker tight
end Phil Condon fumbled
after making a 15-yard
reception. However, the
Oilers returned the favor
on the very next play from
scrimmage when they
fumbled it right back to the
Lakers.
That is when it all fell
apart for the Oilers.
Laker running back
Reggie Spearmon began
his
single
handed
destruction of Findlay with
a couple nice runs on
Grand Valley's first scoring
drive of the game.
Although
Terrence
Banks capped the drive
with a 20-yard touchdown
reception from quarterback
Curt Anes, Spearmon did
most of the work on the
four play 57-yard drive.
The rest of the first
quarter followed a familiar
pattern. Findlay going
three
and
out, Anes
completing passes for large
chunks of yardage and
Spearmon running all over
the Oilers as if they were a
rocket football team.
The end result was a
21-0 Laker advantage at
the end of the quarter.
Spearmon totaling 104
yards on 10 carries, and a
long ride home for Findlay.
Grand Valley amassed
196-yards of total offense
while only possessing the
ball for four minutes and
52 seconds.
"I felt this was our best
performance
of
the
season," Laker coach Brian
Kelly, who won his 100th
game at Grand Valley
Saturday, said after the
game.
It only got worse for
the Oilers in the second
quarter.
Anes,
who
completed his first seven
passes over two quarters of
play, spent most of his time
in the second quarter
terrorizing
Findlay’s
secondary for 114 yards
through the air.
Wideout David Kircus,
who tied the Division II
record for consecutive
games with a touchdown at
20, was on the receiving

end five times, with four of
them for touchdowns.
Flowever,
the
best
reception Kircus made was
the one that did not put six
on the board. On a rare
misplaced ball by Anes,
Kircus jumped up and one
handed the ball into his
arms, and upon landing,
toed
the
sideline,
reminiscent of Charles
Woodson’s
incredible
interception
against
Michigan State a few years
back.
Besides Kircus', four
touchdown performance
and Banks' 20-yard scoring
grab, Spearmon added a
16-yard scoring run and
Laker safety Scott Mackey
returned a Findlay fumble
95 yards for a touchdown.
The return was the longest
in Laker history, bettering
Ken Rose's 94-yard return
against Ferris State in
1994. All that culminated
in a 49-13 Laker halftime
advantage.
The second half was
very uneventful. Laker
back Brent Lesniak had an
11-yard run for a score and
Jeremy Cochrane caught
an 11-yard pass from Laker
backup quarterback, Jeff
Dock.
Findlay
scored
on
Jeremy Smith's 48-yard
run, to go along with Jeff
Fraser's
nine-yard
reception
and
Robert
Campbell’s
34-yard
touchdown run in the first
lial!.
While Kircus gets most
of
the
accolades,
deservingly so, a different
Laker
broke
Grand
Valley’s single season
receiving record Saturday.
Terrence Banks tallied
64 receptions this year.
"I don’t really look at
the stats, just week in week
out play the game,” Banks
said, “I wasn't trying to get
the record, but I'm happy I
got it."
With
their
26th
consecutive regular season
win, the Lakers finished
10-0 (9-0) and once again
are the outright GLIAC
champions.
The playoffs begin next
week and expectations arc
high.
“Twenty-six seconds
from winning the national
championship (last year)
and perspectives change,”
Kelly said.
“I am proud of their
focus, I felt there would be
a few times this year this
team would have trouble
focusing.,They proved me
wrong." he said.
Banks says the Lakers
are excited about the
playoffs, “We’re going to
take it one game at a time,
we want to win the national
championship "
That's one prospect all
Laker fans can be excited
about.
The Lakers matchup in
the first round of the
playoffs will take place
against the Pioneers of
C.W. Post, who feature
NCAA record breaking
running back, Ian Smart.
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Keyonta Marshall and Tom Hosford prepare to soak Coach Kelly with a “victory splash" of ice water after the Lakers clinching win

Grand Valley Lanthorn / Will

Lakers head coach Brian Kelly hoists the 2002 GLIAC Championship trophy. It was the second year in a row that the Lakers won
the conference crown and also the second year in which they went undefeated throughout conference play.
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Grand Valley rocks C.W. Post, 62-13
Nate Thompson
Grand Valley Lanthorn
Pick your poison. That is
what the Grand Valley
State Lakers have given to
all 11 of their opponents
during the 2002 season.
Teams have the option of
trying to shut down the
Lakers
high
powered
running attack, or taking
the risk of doubling up on
wide receiver David Kircus
and trying to slow down
the
Lakers
explosive
passing game.
The Pioneers of C.W.
Post tried to slow down
Reggie Spearmon and the
Lakers run game, which
resulted in Kircus having a
huge day.
The All-America wide
receiver had 7 catches lor
161
yards
and
4
touchdowns in the Lakers
62-13 thrashing of C.W.
Post in the first round of
the Division II playoffs.
Kircus’
4
receiving
touchdowns tied a Division
II playoff record, while
quarterback Curt Anes also
tied a playoff record with 6
touchdown passes on the

day. Anes
completed
23 of 31
passes for
337 yards
on
the
afternoon.
Fans
bared the
frigid
weather at
Lubbers
Stadium
with winds
reaching 31
MPH, hut
right off the
bat,
the
Lakers
offense
heated
things up.
The Lakers
scored on
their first
drive after
going for it Defensive end Todd DeVree falls into the end zone after catching a 2-point conversion
on a key Everything seemed to go right for the Lakers against C.W. Post.
fourth
Pioneers
held
down and
capitalized
with
Anes The
however, and gained good
five in their own territory. connecting with Kircus on
field position. Numerous
The Lakers faked a reverse
a 7-yard strike to put the
penalties on the Lakers
to receiver Terrance Banks,
Lakers up 7-0.
and then pitched to running
The Lakers gambled once defense resulted in C.W.
Post driving all the way to
back Reggie Spearmon for again
on
their
next
the Lakers 1 yard line,
a nice gain to keep the
possession and went for it
before
fullback
T.J.
drive alive. The Lakers on another fourth down.

Bracking
slammed into
the end zone
to tie the
game at 7-7
with
four
seconds left
in the 1st
quarter.
From that
point, it was
all Lakers.
The
defense
continually
shut
down
the Pioneers
offense and
all
everything
running back
Ian
Smart.
Smart
finished with
139
yards
rushing, but
most of those
pass.
yards came
on a 75-yard
touchdown
scamper when the game
was already out of reach
for the Pioneers. The
strong defensive effort also
gave the Lakers offense
great field position on
numerous occasions. The

Lakers scored a total of six
touchdowns combined in
the second and third
quarters to turn the game
into a blowout. One such
touchdown came on a bad
snap on a field goal, when
back-up
quarterback/receiver Ryan
Brady picked up the loose
ball and hit defensive end
Todd DeVree with a nitty
5-yard scoring pass.
Lakers head coach Brian
Kelly was proud of the
overall effort from his
team,
especially
the
performance turned in Irom
his defense.
“Obviously, we tried to
keep the big plays away
from Ian Smart, and we did
a good job at doing that. He
had that one big play at the
end of the third quarter, but
the game was in balance by
that point,” Kelly said.
Kelly has said from the
beginning of the year, that
his defense had the chance
to be one of the best ever at
Grand Valley. With their
performance today, they
helped the Lakers take the

PLEASE SEE C.W.
POST, 21

Congratulations GVSU Football

Congratulations

Lakers

on a

Best place to party before and after
any Grand Valley Sports Event

Congratulations
GVSU Lakers
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November 30, 2002

Lakers embarrass Indiana (Pa.), 62-21
Nate Thompson
Grand Valley Lanthcrrn
Last
Saturday’s
Regional Final match-up
between Grand Valley State
University and Indiana
(PA.) had the glamour of a
Lennox Lewis-Mike Tyson
title fight. As Mike Tyson
can tell you however,
getting knocked out can be
a humbling experience.
IUP coach Frank Cignetti
must have been feeling the
same way after his team’s
contest with the Lakers: “it
was a heavy weight light
and only one heavy weight
showed up.”
The Lakers crushed the
Indians, 62-21 in the cold
and snow at Lubbers
Stadium.
Temperatures were in
the high 2()s with the
visibility being greatly
affected by the blustery
snow flurries throughout
the game.
However, neither the
weather nor the Indians
seemed to slow down the

Laker’s attack. Throughout
the first half and with their
first possession in the
second half, the Lakers
scored on their first eight
possessions. By the time
the teams ran into half
time, the game was in
sense, already over. The
Lakers dominating arsenal
of offensive and defensive
firepower built them a 50-7
lead. The 50 points the
Lakers had at halftime was
the most points the Indians
have ever given up at a half
and the 62 total points was
the most surrendered in
their 75 years of football.
Cignetti
was
very
impressed at how well
Grand Valley was prepared
for his team and was
especially disappointed at
how
bad
his
team
performed.
“We didn't expect what
happened today,” Cignetti
said. “They (Grand Valley)
fall into the great class of
teams
we
have ever
played.”
“They arc a total

Lakers freshman running back Brandon Langston breaks away
from an IUP defender late in the game.

C.W. POST
continued from page 20
initial step at getting back
to
the
National
Championship.
“I have said from the
beginning at media day
that our defense will be the
difference for us to win the
National Championship,”
Kelly said.
C.W. Post coach Bryan
Collins said that he was
very impressed with the
blazing speed of the
Lakers —which harassed
quarterback Rob Blount all
day. Blount finished the
game with only 21 yards
passing.
“One thing we observed
from watching them on
Film is their team speed.
They have tremendous
speed on both sides of the
ball,” Collins said.

From
a
defensive
standpoint, Collins felt that
the Pioneers best shot was
trying to stop the run, since
the Pioneers have been so
dominant at it all year
long. However, their plan
backfired.
Kelly added:
“They
loaded up 7 to 8 guys in
the box to try to stop the
run. but that left Kircus I
on I. David used his speed
to take advantage of that.”
“We take what defenses
give us,” Kelly added.
The
Lakers
next
challenge in the playoffs
will be a matchup with
Indiana
(PA.)
next
Saturday at 1 p.m. at
Lubbers Stadium. Indiana
(PA.) defeated fellow
GLIAC member Saginaw
Valley 27-23 in the first
round.

team —very good defense;
basic, fundamental. It is
going to take a great team
to beat them,” Cignetti
said.
Laker's running back
Reggie Spearmon was the
main force behind the
Laker’s
avalanche
of
scoring in the first half.
The senior broke the Grand
Valley record with four
rushing touchdowns —all
scored in the first half.
The Laker’s defense
once again provided the
offense with great field
position and caused two
Indian fumbles in the first
half. One key turnover was
a Laker’s blocked punt by
freshman
Brandon
Langston with 4:18 in the
second quarter. Langston
scooped up his own block
and sprinted four yards to
push the onslaught to 43-7.
The Lakers gained 526
total yards during the
afternoon compared to 228
by IUP.
Both Reggie
Spearmon
and
Brent
Lesniak topped the 100yard mark on the ground,
with Spearmon gaining 115
and
Lesniak
128.
Quarterback Curt Anes
completed 17 of 22 passes
for 191 yards and a
touchdown, while Terrance
Banks was the leading
receiver with seven catches
for 96 yards. Wide receiver
David Kircus also caught
his 28th touchdown pass on
the year, which tied the
single season touchdown
record, which was actually
held by Kircus last year.
With the blowout, many
of the IUP players began to
lose their cool in the second
half.
The Indians had a
personal foul called on
defensive lineman Jumien
Harvey in the first half for
punching a Laker’s player,
and
fellow
defensive
lineman Doug Sellman was
ejected early in the fourth
quarter
for
punching
Laker’s
center
Tom
Hosford in the mid-section.
Cignetti was very upset
at the retaliation measures
taken by his team.
“I am very disappointed
by the actions from my
team. We lost our cool and
we have no excuses for it,”
Cignetti said.
Laker’s
defensive
tackle Shad Risk said it
was, at times, difficult to
ignore the trash talking
from their team, but coach
Brian Kelly told them to let
their game do the talking.
“They did talk a lot out
there.
When that stuff
happens though, you need
to just walk away.
“You just have to focus
on getting the job done and
getting ready for next
week,” Risk said.
With
the
Laker’s
blowout, they now advance
to the National Semifinals
next week against the
Northern Colorado Bears,
who defeated Northwest
Missouri
State
23-12.
Saturday's
NCAA
Semifinal match-up will be
held at Lubbers Stadium at
I p.m.

Lakers safety Lucius Hawkins lays the smack down on the IUP quarterback. The Lakers defense
dominated the Indians all day, which resulted in terrific field position for the offense.

Grand Valley luwlhorn / Will Harrah

Running back Reggie Spearmon shows his best Barry Sanders juke moves against IUP The
Lakers controlled the game throughout by using their dominant running game
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Semifinals
December 7, 2002

Lakers dismantle Northern Colorado, 44-7
Matt Cook
Grand Valley Lanthorn
No. 1 Grand Valley
moved within one game of
perfection Saturday with a
44-7 shellacking of No. 7
Northern Colorado.
The win put the Lakers
into
the
Division
II
championship game for the
second year in a row. The
Lakers dismantling of the
No. I defense in Division
II gave them their 22nd
consecutive home victory.
Laker quarterback Curt
Anes hooked up with AllAmerican receiver David
Kircus seven times for 9()
yards
and
four
touchdowns.
Terrence
Banks hauled in eleven
halls for 116 yards.
Grand Valley took the
opening kickoff 65 yards in
eleven plays to open up a
7-0
lead
on
Reggie
Spearmon’s 3-yard scoring
run.
Spearmon had 143
yards rushing on the day.
That would be all the
scoring in the first stanza.
However,
the
Lakers
racked up 17 unanswered
points in the second quarter
to put the game out of
reach early.
Kircus
hauled
in

touchdown
receptions
of 16 and 24
yards to cap
off 89 and
16
yard
drives.
Grand
Valley
kicker Dave
Hendrix
booted a 24yard
field
goal with 2
minutes and
26 seconds
remaining in
the half to
bring
the
Laker
advantage to
24-0.
Northern
Colorado
attempted to
get back in
the game by
taking their
first
possession
Of
the
second half
down fie Id
for
a
touchdown
on
Mark
Passard's
22-yard pass
to
Jared

Jackson. The
score brought
Northern
Colorado
within 17 at
24-7.
That would
be all
the
scoring
Northern
Colorado
could muster
though as an
aggressive
Laker defense
held them to
248-yards for
the game.
The Grand
Valley
defense

tallied

Grand Valley Lanthorn / Luke Wark

Mario Locricchio and Curt Anes help Reggie Spearmon celebrate in the end zone during the
Lakers 44-7 semifinal victory over Northern Colorado.

9

sacks, led by
Dan Vaughn's
four
quarterback
knocks.
Grand Valley
held Northern
Colorado to 5
yards rushing
on
25
attempts. The
Laker
secondary
gave up 243
yards through
the air, but

Mackey, Joe Ballard, and
Marvis Bryant each picked
Passard off once to total
three Laker interceptions.
Reggie Spearmon had a
13-yard touchdown run in
the third quarter. Kircus
caught
two
more
touchdown passes in the
second half of 21 and 5
yards respectively.
Anes completed 20 of 28
passes for 243 yards and no
picks. Anes went over
10,000 yards passing in his
career Saturday and sits
currently at 10.220 yards
with
111
touchdown
passes.
Terrence Banks tied the
Laker record for receptions
in a single game with
eleven.
“I am proud of their
focus, I felt there would be
a few times this year this
team would have trouble
focusing, they proved me
wrong,”
stated
Coach
Kelly about his team.
Grand Valley will try to
protect its No. I ranking
for
the
fourteenth
consecutive game when
they play No. 2 Valdosta
State for all the marbles
Saturday
in
Florence,
Alabama.

Scott
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Not wind, nor snow, nor freezing temperatures could keep the Granfr Valley State matching band from doing what they do best-bringing music to our ears

Congratulations
You make us proud.
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FAMILY MAHKKTS

Top: A sea of blue and white dominated
the scene in Florence.
Left: The GVSU Marching Band was
seen and heard loud and clear.
Bottom left: President Mark Murray
gives the thumbs up with other Laker
supports during the pre-game
festivities.
Bottom right: Fans created numerous
signs all in hope of getting some t.v.
time from ESPN.
Below: The Laker sideline witnesses a
big hit from Darren Smith.
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